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All the fun of the Fete!
Get ready to party! It’s Summer
Fete time. Come and join friends
and neighbours in Arlington
Square on Saturday 5 September.
All our favourite stalls and treats
will be there and this year, as well
as our famous home-made cake
stall, we’re organising a hog roast.
Music will be provided by the raucous
Spanner Big Band, and there will also
be more tranquil musical contributions
by local harpist Alice Flaye.
Our fancy dress theme – for both children and grown-ups – is favourite
Roald Dahl characters. So who will you
be? Maybe a giant peach, a witch, a
twit, a big friendly giant, Matilda or an
oompa-loompa?
Fancy dress or not, come and help us raise funds for
charity with Splat the Rat, the Human Fruit Machine,
coconut shy, book stall and tombola. At around 4 o’clock
there’ll be traditional children’s games ending with the
legendary Girls v Boys tug-of-war.
Events kick off at 1.30pm and will ﬁnish with the

Grand Rafﬂe draw at 5pm. Some of the proceeds will
go towards the Arlington Association’s running costs
and our work in greening the neighbourhood, but most
will go to the local good causes we’re supporting this
year: St Joseph’s Hospice, Shelter from the Storm,
Angel Community Narrowboat and a new project with
Mountainwise to engage local youths.

Volunteers and donations, please
The Fete is our main social event of the year and its success
depends on the generous support of all Arlingtonians. If you
can help us in any way by staffing one of the stalls for an hour
or so, please do volunteer. We will also need stewards and help
with children’s activities, and with setting up and packing up.
Helping out with the Fete, if only for an hour, is a great way to
meet your neighbours. If you can help in any way at all, please

send us an email at arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.
We also need good quality bric-a-brac, books, children’s toys
and tombola prizes. We will be at the Vicarage garage, 1a
Arlington Square, 4.30–7.30 on Friday 4 September to receive
donations, or you can bring them to the square from 10.30am
on Saturday 5. If that’s not convenient, email us and we’ll try to
arrange collection.

One of the best in Britain
Arlington Square is one of the very best in the UK – and
that’s ofﬁcial. Our square is among 1,582 parks and
green spaces nationwide that have just received a
prestigious Green Flag Award, the mark of a quality
park or green space.
Arlington Association chair Gordon McArthur says:
“This Award recognises and highlights that people in
Islington are beneﬁting from a green space of the very
highest quality. It’s rewarding to know that all the
hard work of the Association’s volunteers has been
recognised. It shows what a community can achieve
when neighbours come together to improve their
neighbourhood.”
News of the award inspired Islington Councillor and
Labour executive member for environment and
transport Claudia Webbe to write to the Islington
Tribune, congratulating AA volunteers and the council
parks team for four years of hard work and dedication.
“It is thanks to them,” she wrote, “that this councilowned square has become a jewel in Islington’s crown.”
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Calendar
of events
Arlington Summer Fete
Saturday 5 September 1.30–5.30pm
Christmas Fair in the Square
Sunday 13 December, afternoon
Community Gardening Days
(10am in Arlington Square)
Saturday 29 August
Saturday 3 October
Saturday 31 October
Saturday 28 November
Everyone is welcome at our monthly
gardening mornings – no experience
necessary. Turn up any time from
10am. Bring gardening gloves if you
have them. We’ll provide drinks,
biscuits and neighbourly news.
Children are especially welcome.

NEWS IN BRIEF

■ A deputation from the Singapore
Botanic Gardens, part of Singapore’s National Parks Board, requested a guided tour of Arlington
Square when they were in London
visiting the Chelsea Flower Show.
They wanted to learn about the
best ways of achieving community
cohesion through gardening. Our
lead Community Gardener Paul
Thompson (below) and AA Committee members Hazel Fletcher and
Alison Rice met the delegates and
explained how as a community we
have transformed our public green
space. The deputation of seven, led
by Chief Executive Ofﬁcer Kenneth
Er and Deputy CEO Dr Leong
Chee Chiew, asked many questions
and seemed suitably impressed.
■ This year seven local gardens
were deemed special enough to
open to the public for an afternoon
as part of the National Gardens
Scheme. In three sunny hours in
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In Union Square
Family support worker Ashley
Warke (far right ) advises
youngsters on planting
herbs and flowers... A new
gardening project in Union
Square aims to promote
physical activity and healthy
eating habits, especially for
families with children under
five. The Packington Children’s
Centre has been given a small
plot of land for the new raised
bed and through the summer
there have been regular
planting sessions for local
families. The Arlington
Association were delighted to
be invited to help with this
project and we have donated
£200 towards plants and tools
for the young gardeners.

June, 350 people visited the small
city gardens and helped us raise an
amazing £2,100 for the NGS’s
nursing and caring charities. Teas,
homemade cakes and a brand new
cocktail (called The Arlingtonian, of
course) were served in the vicarage
garden, accompanied by cello-piano
duo Fuzion, raising another £780
which will go towards our work
greening the neighbourhood.
One of the featured NGS
gardens, Paul Thompson and
Gordon McArthur’s in Rees Street,
was also the subject of a six-page
feature in The English Garden
magazine.

■ The opening of Royal Mail’s new
Islington N1 delivery ofﬁce on the
corner of Eagle Wharf Road and
New North Road has been delayed
and is now planned to take place on
Monday 7 September.
■ One of our oldest residents cele-

brated her 90th birthday on 5 July.
Gladys Watts was born in a house
in Arlington Avenue
where she still lives. Her
twin brother and her
two sons were also born
in the house.
She tells us that in the
90 years she has lived
here, the biggest change
for her generation was
the building of the
Packington Estate in the
1960s,
when
they
knocked down all the
existing houses to make
room. This changed the
neighbourhood as she

knew it. Gladys tells us that she
was very happy growing up in the
area and she will never move –
unlike her brother Arthur, who
emigrated to New South Wales in
the 1950s.

Keep in touch
You are automatically a member of
the Arlington Association if you live in
the western part of the Arlington
Conservation area – from Prebend
Street to the canal, from New North
Road to Union Square. Membership is
free and everyone is welcome to join
in all our community activities.
We have an action-packed website,
www.arlingtonassociation.org.uk,
and a Facebook page that we invite
you to Like: www.facebook.com/
arlingtonassociation.
To join our mailing list and receive
regular updates about local news
and events, please contact us at
arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.
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More music at St James’
There are still four more Islington
Proms to look forward to in the
2015 season. The next, on 26
September at St James’, Prebend
Street, sees the welcome return of an old
favourite – our former
Rupert
neighbour
Egerton-Smith (right).
The award-winning
pianist, who now lives
in Wiltshire, will be
bringing a programme
that includes Chopin,
Beethoven, Rachmaninov and Rameau.
Regular
Promsgoers will see some
changes to St James’ interior. The
Proms
organiser
Fr
John
Burniston says: “We have levelled
the chancel area to improve the
performance space, and have
doubled the number of toilets. We
have also ﬁnally been given permission to replace the old lighting
system with a state-of-the-art
LED scheme which can be
programmed to offer up to a dozen
different lighting settings. Along-

side the new lighting, new microphones and speakers will be
installed providing the ability to
play music in any format.”
The other concerts
in this year’s series
are the ever-popular
Prom
on
Youth
3 October, followed
by
recitals
by
soprano Eliza Safjan
and ﬂautist Rebecca
Carson
on
17
October, and ﬁnally a
concert
by
the
dynamic
young
saxophone virtuoso
Alastair Penman on
14 November. You’ll ﬁnd full
details at www.islingtonproms.org.
Outside of the Proms, St James’
is the home base of the Cantallini
Chamber Choir, whose next concert is worth putting in the diary,
even though it’s three months
away: on Saturday 28 November
they will be singing Bach’s wonderful Christmas Oratorio, accompanied by the Amadè Players. Details
at www.cantallini.org.uk.

Poet in residence
Once again we took part in London’s
Open Garden Squares Weekend on 13–14
June, and the poet Ian McEwen joined in
the festivities by inventing a new poetry
form he is calling the Arlington.
During Open Squares Weekend, Ian
planted new poems around Arlington
Square for visitors to discover. On the
Saturday afternoon he moved round the
square to read out some of his Arlingtons.
He also invited visitors – who came
from all over southeast England – to give
a name to some of their favourite trees in
the square, and he composed a poem
incorporating their collection of names.
Our poet will be at the Summer Fete on
5 September, when you will be able to
read his Arlingtons and buy a signed
copy of Ian’s books of poetry.

Get involved with Islington’s music
The Islington Proms committee are
looking for volunteers to help develop
and promote the concert series in 2016.
If you have experience in marketing,
advertising, sponsorship or event

promotion – or are just prepared to help
with organisation oe washing-up – your
contribution would be most welcome.
Please get in touch with John Burniston
at vicar@stjamesislington.org.

And now a word from our sponsor
We are grateful to local estate
agent Hugh Grover (right) for a
generous donation towards our
work in Arlington Square. Hugh
is a lifetime Arlingtonian: he was
born in Coleman Fields and now
lives in St Paul Street.
He thinks it’s important that
local businesses help areas to improve: “I am only too happy to
sponsor the square. I grew up
here – and I was taken round
Arlington Square in my pram. It
is amazing to see the difference
in the last few years, and to
appreciate the approach that
Gordon has taken towards creating such a peaceful and enjoyable
space. I see people running,
having personal training sessions
and children playing there at the
weekend. Every morning I walk
my dog around the square and I
always ﬁnd time to look for

another plant that I’ve
not seen before.
“I think it’s important that the local surroundings are kept up
to the best possible
standard. There are so
many
squares
in
Islington but I think
Arlington Square is
unique because the
local community take
great care of what Gordon has established.
“I remember when I was a boy
some of the houses round here
were completely derelict. When
my father bought the site on the
corner of Coleman Fields and St
Paul Street, it was a builders’
merchant. The tops of three of
the adjoining houses had been
blown off during the Second
World War.

“There was also a factory in Coleman Fields
that went up in a huge
ﬁre one night. I remember looking out of my
window and seeing lots
of ﬁre engines. We were
nearly evacuated as the
ﬁre took hold. Another
boyhood memory is of a
rag-and-bone
man
pushing his wooden
barrow
round
the
square, crying ‘Any old
iron? Any old iron?’
“Of course there was
nowhere near as much trafﬁc in
the area as there is now, even
though the roads were open on to
New North Road. I know there
are a lot of learner drivers in the
area – but I was taught how to
drive around Arlington Square,
so I can’t be critical.”
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A right
royal
day
out

4

When HRH the Prince of Wales visited
Arlington Square last year, he was
impressed enough to invite the
Arlingtonian volunteer gardeners to come
and see his garden. So they did.
In July our hard-working volunteers
travelled to Highgrove House in
Gloucestershire as guests of Prince
Charles. They were royally entertained by
his staff and garden guides, who gave
them a two-hour tour of the Highgrove
private gardens. Everyone was pretty

impressed and the gardeners have
brought back some of HRH’s planting
ideas for Arlington Square.
Highgrove is Prince Charles’ private
country residence and security is
understandably tight. Photography is
strictly forbidden on the estate, so we
marked the occasion with a group
photograph when the coach arrived back
in Arlington Square. You can tell by the
smiles how much everyone enjoyed this
very special day out.

Cover story: history beneath our feet
As you stroll around Arlingtonia, you’re
literally walking on a historical record. The
coal-hole covers that adorn our pavements,
which you probably don’t even notice, are
evidence of one of the manufacturing
industries that flourished in our area.
Up until the Clean Air Acts of the 1950s,
most rooms in most of our houses were
heated by coal fires. Coal was delivered to
the vaults under the pavements through
circular holes, and these were sealed with
cast-iron plates locked from inside with a
chain attached to an eye underneath.
The original covers were installed by the
builders and supplied by a local ironmonger or foundry. So you might expect to find
the same lids on all our cellars. But we
know that several different builders were

responsible for these houses, and each
would have his favourite ironwork supplier.
And as covers were damaged (or stolen)
over the years, the householder would be
responsible for providing a replacement. As
a result, there’s a remarkable diversity of
patterns on our pavements. In an intensive
one-hour survey this month, we discovered
no less than 18 different designs: half of
them are pictured below.
The covers were cast by pouring molten
iron into a sand mould made by stamping
with a wooden or metal master. Our local
examples include geometric patterns, suns
and stars, spirals and floral motifs. Each
foundry had its own unique design, often
incorporating the name of the firm, and the
names to be seen on our pavements show

just how many iron foundries there were in
our area. They include R Melville & Co,
26 Essex Road; Ridley & Son, 217 New
North Road; Alfred Syer, 14 Pentonville
Road; Clarke Hunt & Co, Shoreditch; plus
three in Caledonian Road and one on
Kingsland High Street. But by far the
commonest is John C Aston & Sons of
70 Essex Road (below left ).
John Cyrus Aston started trading in
Essex Road in 1823, describing the firm as
a Wholesale and Retail Ironmonger and
Zinc Merchant. More than a century later
the company combined with H P Matthews,
London’s oldest builder’s merchant, to form
Aston Matthews, which eventually evolved
into the bathroom suppliers now at 141147 Essex Road.
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