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Our Christmas party in the Square
ho knew that Arlingtonians
have their own elves Arl and
Tonia? They graced our firstever Christmas Fair in the Square with
their presence and were the perfect
warm-up act for our guest of honour,
Santa himself.
Arlington Square was all lit up for
the occasion. Around 200 neighbours
came, sipped, sang and partied. We
kept warm with mulled wine and cider,
mince pies and home-made Christmas
treats. We shopped for Arlington
notelets and chutney and, led by the
valiant Arlington Singers, we belted
out Christmas carols and favourite seasonal songs.
Donations for the mulled wine and
mince pies raised £300 for the Canals
in Hackney Users Group (CHUG), who
will use the money to educate local
children about the canal. Other sales
also raised nearly £400 to support our
work in greening our neighbourhood.
And the rain just about held off until
the last verse of the last carol.
The festivities were possible thanks
to a generous grant from Groundwork’s Celebrate Your Space fund supported by the National Lottery.
Our grateful thanks are due to
pianist Rupert Egerton-Smith, mulled
drinks expert Panu, our festive bakers,
the Arlington Singers, all our willing
volunteers, elves Arl and Tonia and the
great man himself, Santa Claus.
This is how traditions are born.

ARLINGTON
SQUARE CARDS
Perfect for every occasion and far more charming than
an email. Two each of four gorgeous views of the
square. Only £5 for a pack of eight, including
envelopes. All proceeds go to improving Arlington
Square. We can deliver locally. Fancy a pack or two?
Email arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk
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Don’t miss the AA’s AGM
Everyone is welcome to attend the Arlington Association’s
Annual General Meeting, upstairs at the Hanbury Arms at
7pm on Monday 31 March.
It’s a great opportunity to hear the latest news and a
review of our activities over the past year, to meet your
neighbours and to air any views you may have concerning
the Arlington Conservation Area. Our local Ward Councillor
Martin Klute will speak at the meeting.
The Arlington Association was formed in 2002. Membership is free and you’re automatically a member if you live in
the westerly part of Islington’s Arlington Conservation area.
We work towards building a better and safer neighbourhood and a vibrant community spirit through organising
community events, greening our area and supporting local
good causes. We work with the council and the police,
organise community action when it’s needed and offer a
voice for the neighbourhood in broader community forums.
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Pleasing pockets
Those grim castellated entrances from the
New North Road to St Paul Street, Rydon
Street, Linton Street and Arlington Avenue
are no more. Drivers and pedestrians can
now enjoy four fully-planted Pocket Parks.
It took a stalwart group of volunteers two
Saturdays in January to dig in bags of compost and plant 2,000 daffodils, 80 roses and
many metres of box hedging.
The Parks have been made possible by a
grant from The Big Lottery Awards for All and
a grant from the Council’s Local Initiatives
Fund which receives money from developers
operating in our ward as part of the condition
for planning consent. We also owe a huge
thank you to our local Ward Councillor Martin
Klute, whose invaluable work on our behalf
succeeded in aligning all the council departments. The Council Highways Department
excavated and paid for the excavation of the
planting beds.
We may have endured the wettest winter
for 250 years but in summer we will possibly
need volunteers to water the beds. If you’re
able to help keep the new parklets green and
in good shape, please email us at the usual
address: arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.
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Springwatch
We are very fortunate to have our own professional horticulturist and garden designer Paul
Thompson-McArthur to advise and oversee the
plantings in Arlington Square and our new pocket
parks (paul@paulthompsonmcarthur.com). Here are
Paul’s tips on the plants to look out for in the
square this spring.
Currently in flower are several very attractive
camellias: look out in particular for Camellia
japonica ‘Nuccio’s Gem’ with its lovely white
double blooms and Camellia x williamsii ‘E.G.
Waterhouse’ which has large double pink flowers.
The yellow daffodils will soon be accompanied
by drifts of orange-centred white Narcissus
‘Actaea’. These are one of the ‘poet’s daffodils’
that are associated with the myth of Narcissus.
Also look out for Leucojum aestivum ‘Gravetye
Giant’, which look like snowdrops on steroids.
For anyone who’d like advice on planting and
maintaining a window box, Paul will be offering
his professional expertise free at a Window Box
Workshop in the Community Garden at 11am on
Saturday 10 May. We have some 1-metre plastic
troughs to give away, to get you started. It would
help if you could let us know if you’d like to
attend: email arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.

Birdwatch
Keen-eyed residents recently spotted a sparrowhawk in Arlington
Square. It’s a smallish bird of prey, and no doubt it had its eyes on the
many small birds that like to hang around the square. Male sparrowhawks can catch birds up to the size of thrushes, but the female of
the species, which is larger, can catch birds up to pigeon size. Happily
for our resident wrens, robins, sparrows, tits and blackbirds, some
larger crows dive-bombed the intruder and escorted him out of
Arlington airspace.

Open for admiration
For the third year running, Arlington Square is taking part in Open
Garden Squares Weekend, on 14 and 15 June. Last October the organisers’ blog (talesfromdic.blogspot.co.uk) described our square as ‘oozing
colour and scents’ and ‘a glowing example of what nurturing a community spirit really means’.
Open Squares Weekend is our chance to show off our square to
visitors not just from Islington but from further afield. Last year we
welcomed around 500 visitors, some of whom had travelled from
Essex, Hampshire, Norfolk and even Scotland. We will be raising
money for more plants for the square by selling our famous
Arlingtonian olive oil as well as Arlington notelets and some delicious
home-made goodies and refreshments.
Open Garden Squares Weekend includes 200 places to visit throughout London and includes many private squares and historical gardens
not normally open to the public. A weekend ticket costs £10 in advance
from www.opensquares.org or £12 during the weekend. Arlington
Square is, of course, free to visit.

Stop press
We’ve just heard that the AA has been awarded £500 as part of the Grow
Wild campaign funded by the Big Lottery Fund and led by the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew. The four-year campaign aims to bring people
together to sow native wild flowers, replenishing the stocks and bringing
more colour into our lives and more food for birds, butterflies and bees.
The money will help us brighten up more corners of Arlingtonia.
Maybe some corncockles and cowslips, buttercups and daisies among
the dahlias and daffs next year?
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Another year of music at St James’
The 2014 Islington Proms season at St James’ in
Prebend Street opens on Saturday March 29 with the
Cantallini chamber choir (above) performing Fauré’s
Requiem and music by Bach, Tallis, Messiaen and
Tchaikovsky. This is the third season of concerts at the
church, which over the last two years has hosted vocal
and piano recitals, chamber music, choirs, early music,
big band jazz and an opera.
Most concerts start at 7.30pm, and most include a
drinks interval. Tickets are usually priced at £10 (£8
concessions). A new website is being put together: look
out for www.islingtonproms.org.
The programme for the 2014 season is as interesting
and diverse as ever:
Saturday 29 March Fauré’s Requiem and other
music sung by Cantallini Chamber Choir

Sunday 13 April Haydn’s Seven Last Words
performed by the Hermitage String Quartet and
illustrated, with meditations between movements
Saturday 17 May Chamber music for piano and
strings by Clare Clements and members of Insieme
Saturday 14 June Sancta Sunniva Chamber Choir
from Bergen Cathedral perform music by Chilcott,
Goodall and Mealor and the premiere of Villemann by
Norwegian composer Dang Pham
Saturday 12 July Yoanna Prodanova and Yundu
Wang present music for cello and piano: a cello sonata
by Dohnányi and two late Beethoven sonatas
Saturday 20 September International a capella
choir Canticum Canticorum present a programme of
sacred and secular music
Saturday 11 October Youth Prom (6pm) showcases
the talents of local young musicians and singers
Saturday 18 October The WTW Big Band return
with a programme of jazz, swing, Latin and funk
Saturday 15 November Mariko Brown and Julian
Jacobson (left) play music for four hands on St James’
Bechstein piano

islington proms

at St James’, Prebend Street, N1 8PF

Planning news

A vote on hanging

In spite of a number of objections, Islington Council
has granted pre-application approval for the development behind 21–45 Arlington Avenue. Recent
government legislation allows for office buildings to be
converted into homes without going through the
normal planning process. This is the case with these
premises, where nine houses and flats are planned.
Our speculation is that the developers may now submit planning applications for modifications to their
plans – such as new windows, roof terraces etc. Plans
such as these will require full planning permission.
We will keep a close eye on the development, advise
neighbours and encourage everyone who has a view to
comment directly to the Planning Department who
take heed of the number and content of comments.

At the heart of the Arlington Association is the ambition
to green our neighbourhood and make it a more pleasant place to live in.
One of our neighbours has come up with the idea of
hanging baskets on the lampposts and has asked the
Council about the cost. Apparently to install, maintain
and water each basket costs around £100 a year. As
there are about 100 lampposts in our neighbourhood,
that adds up to a significant sum of money.
Do you think this is something we should try to
progress, perhaps through crowd-funding or on a
street-by-street basis? We need your opinions, please,
and any ideas on how to raise the funds to make this
happen. Email us at arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.
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Famous Arlingtonian
You don’t usually associate Arlingtonia with heavy metal
music, but at least one practitioner of the dark art recently
lived among us in Linton Street.
Even hard rock fans might not recognise the name Michael
Burston, but as ‘Würzel’ he attracted a loyal fan base as a
guitarist and songwriter with Motörhead. On joining the
band in 1984, one of his first performances was playing Ace
of Spades in the TV comedy The Young Ones. He went on to
record nine albums with Motörhead.
Würzel moved into Linton Street in 1985 and lived here for
26 years. His partner Jem Reeve says he loved the area and
our community. On tour, to avoid the media and his many
fans, he used to book into hotels as ‘Anthony Arlington’.
Arlington Square was his special ‘chill out’ area, where he
wrote his solo ambient album Chill Out Or Die. He loved
talking to the council gardeners who, we hope, forgave Motörhead’s Lemmy for his threat that the band’s music would be
so loud ‘if we move next door to you, your lawn will die.’
Würzel (pictured below right, with Lemmy) played with
Motörhead until 1995. He was working on an album with his
new band, Leader of Down, when he died of a heart attack
in 2011.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

■ We understand that, after meetings with concerned
Arlingtonians, the proposal to demolish Holborn Studios
on the south side of the canal and build taller offices
and homes was not submitted to the Hackney Planning
Committee. Hackney Council now propose new local
listings which will include the Studios and should make
it more difficult for any other such development
proposals to gain approval.
■ Islington Gardeners have chosen to visit Arlington
Square as their summer outing. Members will be
checking out the square in the evening of Thursday 29
May, when they will be treated to a guided tour by our
resident plantsman Paul Thompson-McArthur.
www.islingtongardeners.org.uk.
■ You don’t have to be a Packington resident to take
advantage of the free IT drop-in sessions at the Arc. If
you want to brush up your computing skills, the
sessions are every Wednesday 2–5pm and Friday
10.45am–1.45pm at The Arc Centre, 98b St Paul Street,
N1 7DF. There’s no need to book, just turn up. You can
use the computers at the Arc or bring your own laptop
or tablet and use their wifi.

Calendar of events
Arlington Association AGM
Monday 31 March 7pm, Hanbury Arms
NGS local gardens open for charity
Sunday 8 June 2–5.30pm
Open Garden Squares Weekend
Saturday 14 June 10am–5pm
Sunday 15 June 2–5pm
Arlington Square Summer Fete
Saturday 6 September 1.30–5.30pm
Community Gardening Days
(10am in Arlington Square)
Saturday 5 April
Saturday 10 May
Saturday 7 June
Saturday 5 July
Saturday 2 August
Saturday 30 August
Saturday 4 October
Saturday 1 November
Everyone is welcome at our monthly gardening mornings –
green-fingered experts or complete beginners. Turn up any time
from 10am. Bring gardening gloves if you have them. We will
provide drinks, biscuits and neighbourly news. Children are
especially welcome to come and join in.

■ Two months of very wet weather have meant that
Union Square (above) could not be reopened as hoped
in January. Walking on the extremely wet, newly
planted lawn areas would have ruined them, and they
need to dry out properly before the square is reopened.
Greenspace is keeping a weather eye on the situation
and hope that it will be possible to open the square by
the end of March.
■ It’s official: helping to improve Arlington Square is
good for your health. Swedish research published in the
British Journal of Sports Medicine reports that regular
gardening and DIY can help lower blood pressure,
increase brain activity and produce a general upbeat
feeling. Happily, plenty of Arlingtonians have been
lowering their risk of heart problems by coming to our
monthly gardening Saturdays (see left). Why not join
us? It’s cheaper than the gym and has better biscuits.

The Arlingtonian is written, edited and designed by volunteers from the Arlington Association. Please send
your comments, complaints, compliments and ideas for stories to arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk

