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Summer Fete sets new records

his year’s Summer Fete on 1 September
was a record-breaking affair. Even
though more people than usual were
away on holiday after the London 2012 Games,
our last big outdoors event of the year raised
£2,005, our highest ever Summer Fete total.
The sun shone on Arlington Square. The
Whittington Steel Band and strolling accordionist Joe Corbett set a jolly tone. The Human
Fruit Machine hooked the gamblers. TV star
Dallas Campbell judged the fancy dress competition and some oversized cats, a ladybird and a
very happy dinosaur (alligator?) walked away
with the prizes.
We browsed and shopped at the different
stalls and snapped up the raffle tickets for terrific prizes that were generously donated by
local businesses and much appreciated by the
lucky winners.
The Arlington bakers surpassed themselves.
The cake stall groaned under the weight of
home-made sponges, meringues, gingerbread
men, flapjacks, biscuits, cupcakes, sausage rolls,
chocolate brownies, ginger cakes, banana and
raisin cakes, almond cakes and a peach pie concoction. By 4pm there were only crumbs left.
The children worked off the calories at our
own Arlington Olympics. We can help Team GB
field some strong athletes if the Olympic Committee ever choose to include sack races, eggs
and spoons and tugs of war in the 2016 Games.

Where the money went

Our profits from the Fete bought us more
spring bulbs and rose bushes for Arlington
Square, which our volunteer gardeners planted
in October and November (see page 3).
But, as always, we also donated some of the
proceeds to our adopted good causes. Some of
the money has supported our work improving
the garden of the Arlington Project, the residential accommodation in Arlington Square for
adults with learning difficulties. We also made
a donation to the Waterside Youth Club on the
Packington estate, and to the Islington Boat
Club who are using the money to help develop their Youth
Forum. (Young members have already successfully raised
funding to set up a pedalo business based in the City Basin.
They hope to start hiring out pedalos next summer.)
Many people worked very hard indeed to organise and run
the Fete and we sincerely thank everyone who contributed
to helping make the day such a successful, enjoyable and
profitable event. You can relive the Fete highlights by
watching the video on our website.
We especially liked the comment from one of our visitors
who said: “It’s so nice you don’t have to go to the country
for a village fete.” Eat your heart out, Ambridge.

What is the AA?

Fun and games in
the square in
September: the egg
and spoon race was
keenly contested;
the totally addictive
Human Fruit Machine
made Las Vegasstyle profits; and the
raffle was hijacked
by a couple of
suspicious-looking
felines

The Arlington Association consists of residents of the westerly
part of Islington’s Arlington Conservation area – from Prebend
Street in the north to the canal in the south, from New North
Road in the east to Union Square in the west. Membership is
free and everyone who lives within our boundaries automatically
belongs to the Association. We have a committee of 12 elected
members and a website: www.arlingtonassociation.org.uk.
If you would like to receive our regular updates about local news
and events, email us at arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.
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And the winners are…
C
ongratulations to all our volunteer gardeners who have scooped
some impressive awards for their
work in Arlington Square and nearby
streets this year.
The Royal Horticulture Society It’s
Your Neighbourhood awards gave
the Arlington Association a Level 4
status – Thriving. This is the second
highest level and one better than the
Level 3 award we received in 2011,
our first year of entry. Marks are
awarded for three criteria: Community Participation (where we scored
32 out of 40), Environmental Responsibility (22 out of 30) and Gardening Achievement (23 out of 30),
giving us a total of 77 out of 100,
compared to 64 last year. Our Community Participation score has
markedly improved from last year’s

Above: Kate cooks kale. Below: lettuces
and kale flourish in one of the raised
beds; help yourself to herbs

22 out of 40.
Meanwhile, at
the Islington in
Bloom
awards,
Rees Street Community Garden
won a Bronze
medal for third
place in the Forgotten Corner category. The Rees
Street Tree Pits
won second place
in the Best Tree
The Arlington Association’s chair Gordon McArthur (right) and
Pits category and
committee member Alison Rice receive the RHS It’s Your Neighbourwere awarded a
hood award from Michael Fitt OBE, Trustee of London in Bloom
Gold medal.
the last 12 months, has helped in so
It is good to see our work being
many ways to build a stronger comrecognised in national and regional
munity and make our area a place for
programmes like these. We offer our
everyone to enjoy.
sincere thanks to everyone who, over

Our community garden
It’s hard to believe that this time last
year our community garden in the
south corner of Arlington Square was
an overgrown rubbish dump.
Yet, thanks to our gardening volunteers and the indomitable duo Gordon
and Paul, the former dump is now a
much loved herb, ﬂower and vegetable
garden. The fruit trees and the grape
vine are growing steadily. The herbs
and kale have ﬂourished, although we
didn’t have much luck with the runner
beans. We had a small blueberry crop
and some rhubarb. And the bees loved
the borage.
We’ve now cleared away the summer bedding and have planted winter
ﬂowers and pak choi seeds in some of
the six raised beds.

Kate’s kale cook-up
It has been gratifying to see so many
neighbours pop into the community
garden to snip a herb or two for their
evening meal. But what to do with all
the kale we planted in one of the beds?

Community Kale and Chorizo Broth
3tbsp olive oil
2 onions chopped finely
4 garlic cloves crushed
2-3 cooking chorizo sausages, sliced
4 large potatoes
1½ litres chicken stock
200g curly kale finely shredded
Heat 2tbsp of the oil in a large
saucepan. Add the onions, garlic and

Cook it, of course. So one sunny
Saturday morning in September our
volunteer gardeners were treated to
lunch cooked up by Kate Johnstone.
Kate and her helpers set up a
kitchen in the garden and prepared
three tasty dishes: a kale, olive and
gruyere tart; spaghetti with kale, garlic
and chilli; and a kale and chorizo broth.
The volunteers’ verdict? Delicious!
Kate’s recipe for the broth is below.

Next year’s crops
We’re now planning what vegetables
and herbs to plant next year. Please do
let us know what you would like to see
growing in the raised beds in 2013.
Someone has already suggested
some chilli bushes – they look attractive and are good for cooking, if you
can handle their heat.
If you have any ideas for community
crops, please send your thoughts to
us at arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk,
using the subject heading Planting
Suggestions.

chorizo and cook for 5 minutes until
soft. Add the potatoes and cook for a
few more minutes. Pour in the stock,
season and bring to the boil.
Cook everything for 10 minutes until
the potatoes are about to collapse. Use
a masher to squash the potatoes into
the soup, then bring back to the boil.
Add the kale and cook for 5 minutes
until tender. Serve drizzled with the
remaining olive oil.

THEARLINGTONIAN 3

’Tis the season to be jolly
I
t’s the perfect way to kick off your festive
season – the Arlington Association’s Christmas party. We’ll be gathering in the Hanbury
Arms pub in Linton Street from 5pm on
Sunday 9 December. Everyone is very welcome, including children.
Mince pies and mulled wine will be served,
and we’ve persuaded the Arlington Singers to
reunite for the occasion, to lead us all in our
favourite carols and Christmas songs, accompanied again by local pianist Rupert EgertonSmith. We’ve very honoured because Rupert
has just released his first CD on Garat Records
(garatrecords.com), a glorious mix of Bach,
Scarlatti, Chopin, Ravel and Rachmaninov.
You’re in for a treat. Rupert’s Jingle Bells is
as good as his Bach.
Last year’s party and singalong was a great
success and the Christmas collection raised
£250 for Shelter from the Storm. This year’s
festive raffle, with lots of great prizes, is raising
funds for Hanover School’s new playground.
Do come along and help us celebrate the start
of the Christmas festivities. We’ll be raising a

glass or three to all our friends and neighbours, new and old, who have helped
make this such an enjoyable and friendly
year for all of us in the neighbourhood.

Spirited seasonal singing at last year’s Christmas party. Top: Rupert’s
new album – a signed copy will be one of this year’s raffle prizes

A profusion of planting

How many plants,
shrubs, bulbs and trees
do you think have been
planted in Arlington
Square over the last
two years? A few hundred? A few thousand?
While at times we are
a little hazy on exactly
where our volunteers
have buried everything, especially bulbs, we have kept a
meticulous count of how many items have been planted.
And by the end of our last Gardening Saturday on 10
November, the total had reached an amazing 20,000!
That is an astonishing amount of fund-raising, buying,
digging, planting and long hot baths recuperating.

Did you know…? (1)

…that the zumba classes at the Arc
are open to all Islington residents
and are free? If you live in the area
and fancy some exhilarating but
easy exercise to a joyful Latin beat,
shimmy along to the Arc 7–8pm on
Wednesday nights. No experience
necessary.
The Arc, at 98B St Paul Street,
is the new community hall in the
Packington development, where
zumba is just one of the weekly
activities that are open to everyone
in the community. Others include
line-dancing, keep ﬁt for the over55s and internet café sessions.

It’s no wonder the Square now attracts admiring and
appreciative visitors – and is subject to far less anti-social
behaviour. Our volunteer gardeners can take some deserved
rest over the winter but will be back in earnest in early March
to prepare for the next steps in the beautiﬁcation of this
well-loved garden square.
If you’d like to help garden in
2013, just turn up any time on one
of our Saturday morning gardening
days (see Diary on page 4). You
don’t need to be an experienced
gardener. Beginners and children
are very welcome. We’ll supply the
tools, the know-how, drinks and
biscuits. Fresh air, gossip and free
healthy exercise guaranteed.

State of the Union
Check out the Arc’s timetable of
events and activities.
Hyde Housing is looking for
volunteers to help run IT classes at
the Arc next year. Volunteers will
help people sign up for email
accounts and help them follow
online training. Volunteering will
probably involve about two hours
a week. No qualiﬁcations are
necessary and all ages are
welcome. If you have basic IT skills
and are interested in helping,
contact Jacqueline Sealy for more
information on 020 8297 7581 or at
jacqueline.sealy@hyde-housing.co.uk.

The consultation period in September
for the redevelopment of Union Square
resulted in two possible designs for the
garden square. The designs were
produced by landscape architects
Breeze after studying the opinions and
requests of local residents.
Residents were then invited to vote
and comment on their preferred design.
The more popular design has yet to be
announced and it is likely that the
redevelopment of Union Square will
start some time in the spring of 2013.
It has been agreed that dogs will
continue to be allowed in the square
(Arlington Square remains dog-free).
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Movies and manufacturing on the canal
Continuing our meander round the architecture of our area

Information and pictures courtesy of Hackney Council’s Urban Design and Conservation Team

N

ext time you pop to the Co-op on the New North
Road, you might like to take a minute or two to
consider the history of this part of the canal. In 1900
London’s third tallest chimney was built here on a new
power station for the Great Northern & City Railway. By
1940 the chimney was considered a potential marker for
Nazi bombers so it had to be demolished.
Between the two world wars the site served as the
Gainsborough
Film
Studios.
Founded in 1924
by Michael Balcon, this was one
of the major centres of the British
film industry. Oh,
Mr Porter!, Fanny
by Gaslight and
The Lady Vanishes were some
of
the
many
movies
made
here. After the
studios closed in
1951, the building was used for
light industry, as
a bonded warehouse for oriental
carpets and for
The Gainsborough Studios in the 1930s;
occasional
art the factories on Eagle Wharf in the 1960s
performances, including two epic Shakespearean productions by the
Almeida Theatre Company in 2000.
When the building was finally demolished in the early
2000s, the developers, under pressure from the Arts
world, kept the historic studio and commissioned a sculpture from Anthony Donaldson for the central public
square behind the Co-op. His giant blasted steel head is
of Alfred Hitchcock who directed many of the films made

Dates for your
2013 diary
Community gardening days
(all starting at 10am)
Saturday 2 March
Saturday 6 April
Saturday 11 May
Saturday 1 June
Saturday 6 July
Saturday 3 August
Saturday 31 August
Saturday 5 October
Saturday 9 November

Open Squares Weekend
Saturday 8 & Sunday 9 June

Summer Fete
Saturday 7 September

in the Gainsborough Studios. (It is not, as one local believed, a head of the Buddha.)
The New North Road bridge over the canal, built in
1912, was the first reinforced concrete tramway bridge in
England. Not a lot of people know that.
West of the bridge there are a series of low-rise buildings beside the canal, fronting on to Eagle Wharf Road.
Here in the 1840s Henry Grissell set up the Regents Canal
Iron Foundry, where the cast ironwork for the façade of
Covent Garden’s Floral Hall was made (it was later moved
to Borough Market).
In the 1890s the Henry Rifle Barrel Company made explosives at Eagle Wharf. In the 1930s there were paper
manufacturers, sawmills, a bedstead factory, Goldberg’s
wood warehouse and an engineering works. Pilkington’s
glass-cutting factory and warehouse stood beside Packington Street Bridge.
Some of these factory buildings are now part of Holborn
Studios, one of London’s leading photographic studios,
described by the Regent’s Canal Conservation Area
Appraisal as an “attractive and sensitive conversion of an
industrial building”. The studios also house The Commissary, a bar and restaurant overlooking the canal.

Did you know…? (2)

…that developers are planning to apply to Hackney
Council for permission to demolish the buildings on
the Holborn Studios site at Eagle Wharf Road and
redevelop the south side of the canal behind
Arlington Square and Arlington Avenue?
These former factories and warehouses are identiﬁed as Buildings of Townscape Merit, but are not
Listed either statutorily or locally. A well-attended
meeting in October showed that there is much local
opposition to the destruction of one of the last
examples of canal-side Victorian architecture. We
are keeping a watching brief and we will notify everyone on our mailing list of any new developments.

Sign of the times
We’ve never doubted the
inventiveness of the Hyde
Group, the developers of the
new-look Packington Estate,
when it comes to architectural
design or the interpretation of
planning permission. But it
seems they’re also pretty
ingenious when it comes to
raising funds. Wonder
where the £100
million for the
development
came from?
According to a
big sign at the end
of Arlington Avenue,
Hyde invented it!
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