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Another
successful
season
The Islington Proms 2019 season
was the most diverse and best
appreciated yet. In just over two
weeks we heard everything from
gypsy jazz in the vicarage garden
to a fully-staged Mozart opera in St
James’ church.
Other highlights included an
exquisite recital of lute songs by
Dame Emma Kirkby and Dowland
Works, virtuoso cello playing by
Yalda Davis and Yoanna Prodanova, polished chamber music by
Pocket Sinfonia and, as part of the
‘Fringe’, a rousing set by singersongwriter Nicola Hogg.
The Fringe also embraced literature, with a lively debate featuring
three local authors, and art, with
an illustrated lecture and a monthlong exhibition of paintings in St
James’.
Planning is already under way

August 2019

All the fun of the Fete

oll up, roll up! It’s nearly
time for the annual Summer Fete in Arlington Square.
This year’s fun and frolics take
place on Saturday September 7
from 1.30 to 5.30pm.
This much loved event is your
chance to meet friends and neighbours and help us raise funds for
local good causes and for all the
work we do to beautify Arlington
Square and the surrounding area.
There’ll be live Dixieland jazz,
refreshments, children’s books and
toys and local produce for sale,
tombola for all ages, a coconut shy
to test your throwing arm, and a
terrific raffle.
At 3.45 prizes will be handed out
to the winners of the fancy dress
competition. The theme this year is
simply Your Favourite Animal. We
encourage all ages to dress up. The
judges will be looking especially for
fun homemade costumes.
At 4 o’clock, all eyes will turn to
the children’s games with prizes,
egg and spoon races, sack races and
what we trust will be a fairly fought
tug-of-war. There will be tasty refreshments and glorious homebaked cakes to keep us all going.
The afternoon finishes with the
Grand Raffle Draw at 5pm, with a
bumper list of desirable prizes.
The annual Fete is our major
fundraising event of the year. As
well as raising money for our work
maintaining the square, this year
we’ll be supporting the Angel Narrowboat which provides canal trips
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Some of the stars of this year’s Proms:
chamber opera group Insieme, the Marama
Cafe Band, Emma Kirkby and Dowland Works

for the 2020 Proms season. The
committee are discussing a number of musical events for next June

which include an orchestral concert with a Beethoven piano concerto, a string quartet, a choral
concert, some late-night jazz, more
early music and a recital on St
James’ fine organ, which is due to
be refurbished early next year.

Plans in the pipeline
The Local Government Boundary
Commission is considering changing
Islington’s ward boundaries (along
with ost other London boroughs).
Under the proposals, Arlingtonia will
be reassigned to the new ward of St
Mary’s and St James’, which will
extend north to include Islington Town
Hall and as far west as Gibson Square.
It will have three councillors and a
forecast electorate of 9,861 instead of
St Peter’s ward’s current 8,255. You
can offer your opinion via the website
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consultation.lgbce.org.uk. The consultation period closes on 7 October.

Four new hangars
In July the Council held a consultation
about putting four more bike hangars
in Arlingtonia, each accommodating
six bicycles. It is yet to be conﬁrmed
where they will be placed. A parking
space for a bike costs £104 a year plus
a £25 key deposit. The six spaces in
the Rector Street hangar (left) are
already taken.

Arlington Village Green?
At the Arlington Association’s AGM in
April, some time was spent discussing
the heavy trafﬁc and the polluting
‘rat-running’ along Prebend and Basire
Streets, where Google Maps often
directs drivers.
Joe Radmore (the Arlingtonian who
managed to get the New North Road
bridge repainted) told how he and his
neighbours would like to block this
through route by extending the green
area outside St James’ Church to
create a ‘village green’.
Our local councillors Martin Klute
and Vivien Cutler said that more trafﬁc
calming plans are being considered,

but any alterations would have to be
strategically worked so that heavy
trafﬁc was not pushed into the next
area. Some residents said they’d be
interested in closing the two streets to
trafﬁc for three hours one Sunday a
month, to create a play area.
Sadly the promised money to
replant the area outside St James’ has
not been forthcoming.

Calendar of events
Collection...
...of tombola prizes, children’s books
and toys for the Fete
Friday 6 September 4.30–7.30pm
Vicarage, 1a Arlington Square

Summer Fete
Saturday 7 September 1.30–5.30pm
Arlington Square (set up from 10am)

Community Gardening Days
(from 10am in Arlington Square)
Saturday 31 August
Saturday 28 September
Saturday 12 October
Saturday 9 November

Christmas Fair in the Square
Sunday 8 December 3.30–5pm
Arlington Square
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to disadvantaged and isolated local
people, the Evering Road Community Garden that grows food to feed
the homeless, and the St Peter’s
Children and Young People’s Activities Group which is organising
four weeks of summer activities for
30 local disadvantaged children
So bring your family. Bring your
friends. Bring your wallet and let
the fun begin.
Fete favourites from last year’s event:
a sack race, children’s toys and the
tombola, plants and produce for sale,
the coconut shy, the Rhythm Kings

Your Square needs you!
The Fete is only possible with the generous help of volunteers – and as usual,
we could use a few more. Can you spare an hour or so to help on a stall during
the afternoon of 7 September? We will also need some able-bodied assistance
with transporting and setting up the tables in the morning. If you’d like to put
the fun back into fundraising and you’re prepared to help in any way, please
contact us at arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.
We’ll also welcome the donation of tombola prizes – anything from a tin of
beans to a bottle of Champagne – and children’s books and toys in good
condition. We’ll be collecting anything you can spare at the Vicarage, 1a
Arlington Square on Friday 6 September from 4.30 to 7.30.
And all our wonderful home bakers – you know what to do. We like to see
the refreshment stalls groaning with home-made edibles, so bring your cakes
and savouries to the Square from 10am on the day. (Put your contact details
on any plates you’d like returned.)
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News from the canal bank...
The annual Angel Canal Festival
takes place on Sunday 1 September 11am–5pm. Plans include children’s entertainment, boat trips,
music, theatre and comedy and an
Islington Canal Heritage Exhibition which will transfer to Islington Museum next year.
There are plans for an East End
Canal Festival on 1 August 2020
to celebrate the 200th anniversary
of the opening of the Regent’s
Canal.

servation areas, including the
Arlington Conservation Area. It
implies that if the percentage of
affordable housing was increased
and some other alterations made,
then the benefit the development
would bring would outweigh the

Planning ahead x 6300

impact on nearby conservation
areas (us!) and would therefore be
acceptable.
The site has been earmarked as
a possible CrossRail2 ventilation
shaft. We will continue to monitor
any further developments.

If you thought the Square looked good this spring, just wait
until 2020. This autumn we will be planting another 6,300
bulbs! These will include croci, miniature daffodils and narcissi,
purple alliums, snowdrops, grape hyacinths and some Lilac
Wonder tulips – one of the few tulips that doesn’t need lifting
every year, so it should spread happily in the Square.
Recent visitors to Arlington Square have included the
judges for London in Bloom and a party of students from the
University of the Third Age. After the visit their spokeswoman wrote: ‘I can’t get over how many plants you have, the
huge number of varieties, and in particular how they are all
thriving in such tricky situations (enormous trees,
footballers…) What a triumph! We will all be talking about
this for a long while. So much for us all to learn…’
Another compliment has arrived from a local Arlingtonian:
Dear Gordon…and All,
As a long term resident of the area, I have been a user of Arlington Square
for many years. I am no gardener, and have never helped on one of your
Community Gardening Days. But I can appreciate the beauty, and value the
usefulness, of a good garden.
And this spring, after years of hard work, it has all come together in a
magniﬁcent way. The Square is now a beautiful mature garden. Not just in
the central beds, but even more importantly for everyone who walks in or
through the area, all around the outside, sprouting life and colour through
the fences. It all enhances the pleasure and the pride of living here.
So congratulations to you and Paul and all the members of the Association
who have put in so much effort, for so long. And thank you.
Jack Winkler
St Paul Street

Towpath vandalism
Meanwhile, on our side of the canal,
there is still no sign of any new
planting beside the towpath behind
the Arlington Wharf development
(left). This is the area where all the
trees and vegetation were removed
last year, in contravention of the
developers’ lease with the Canal
and River Trust, who insist that
this strip must be replanted so that
it once again becomes a green space
for all to enjoy.
Earlier this summer, concerned
guerilla gardeners planted flower
seeds – but someone soon covered
the soil with plastic sheeting and
a layer of aggregate, leaving this
stretch of towpath sterile and
empty of all greenery. We will keep
you updated.

Storage sorrows
The Greater London Authority
has reported on proposals to convert the one-storey Access Storage
site on the south side of the canal
(opposite
Arlington
Square/
Avenue) into a towering high-rise
building. The report concludes
that the development should not
proceed as currently proposed, but
it does suggest that with alterations it may be approved.
It criticises the low proportion of
affordable housing in the scheme
and its impact on the adjacent con-

Last orders, please
It’s a fair bet that most Arlingtonians no longer have a ‘local’ they visit
regularly. The Duchess of Kent was the latest neighbourhood pub to
close, leaving the Hanbury as the only tavern in Arlingtonia. Yet in some
neighbours’ memory we used to have a pub on nearly every corner.
Earlier this year the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) reported that
378 pubs closed permanently between July and December last year
in England, Scotland and Wales, representing more than 14 closures
a week, or one every 12 hours. The rate of decline in London is slightly
slower, but we have certainly lost our share.
In Arlington Avenue there was the much loved Clothworkers’ Arms,
ﬁrst opened in 1856 with a John Thornett as landlord, rebuilt in the
1930s and affectionally known as the Arms or the Clothies. It was
named after the Guild that owned most of the land in Arlingtonia. Its
one-time landlord Tom had a daughter Becky who was famous for
asking a passing mounted policeman if she could ride his horse. He
agreed and a picture of her astride the mount had place of honour on
the bar wall. The site on the corner of Bevan Street is now apartments.
(The ground-ﬂoor ﬂat next door in Arlington Avenue was a local shop
until the early 1980s.)
The Rydon Arms stood proudly at the other end of Arlington Avenue,
on the corner of New North Road, from the 1850s until 1998, when it
too was turned into apartments. For two years in 1994–96 it was run
by Nikki Schreiber who says the pub then ‘had a great atmosphere
and we ran some lovely family events’. Towards the end of its reign
as a local, the landlord poached a Chinese chef from Soho who ran a
tasty Chinese restaurant in the pub.
On the corner of Packington and Prebend Streets stand the remains
of the Zenith Bar. That closed in 2014 but from at least the 1860s it
had been a proper pub called the Packington Arms. It too is destined
to become apartments.
And then there was The Giles in Prebend Street. Ronald ‘Carl’ Giles
(1916–95) grew up around the Angel and became famous for his family
cartoons in the Daily Express. He was loved by the Royal family, who

‘Lilac Wonder’ tulips

Muscari (grape hyacinths)

Arlingtonia’s disappearing pubs
and the Southgate Arms next door at 1 Southgate Road was the Ones. Now residential, but
still sporting its full BARCLAYS ALES AND STOUTS
green pub exterior, the Southgate Arms was
the Coffee Rooms in 1856 before the then
resident John Ford became a Beer and Wine
Merchant in 1869 and a Beer and Wine retailer in 1871. Movie buffs might know that in
1960 the Southgate featured in the ﬁlm Never
Let Go with Richard Todd and Peter Sellers.
Then, just across the canal, there was the
Blockmakers Arms in Shepherdess Walk, also
known as the Block Tavern, which was converted to ﬂats in the 1970s.
Our one remaining licensed premises is the Hanbury Arms. The
1861 census shows it was run by Charles Drewell, licensed victualler,
and there has been a pub here ever since (although rebuilt in the 20th
century). Some residents will remember Roy and Rita who ran the

own at least 36 Giles originals. The pub, which
had been known as the No 3 and the Nevada,
became The Giles in 1973, when the cartoonist
pulled the ﬁrst pint. Many of his drawings hung
on its walls. For a ﬂavour of Arlingtonia in the
’70s, seek out a YouTube video ‘Outside the Giles
pub with my family in 1973’. The pub ended its
days as the Marquee and was demolished
around 2000 to become apartments and St
James’ Church Hall.
Pubs often changed names. Did you know
that the North by Northwest on New North Road
was called the North Pole in 1856 and has since been the North Star,
Babushka 2, the Puzzle, Mulligans and the King & Bishop (a name
chosen by public ballot)?
And does anyone remember the Ones and Twos? The thriving Rosemary Branch theatre pub in Shepperton Road was known as the Twos

Top: the Duchess of Kent is the
latest local to close. Left: the
Clothworkers’ in the 1960s.
Right: the Rydon in the 1950s

pub in the 1970s and ’80s when it belonged to the Charrington brewery and had an enormous stuffed antelope head on the wall. Many a
Masonic event and police party was held in the ﬁrst-ﬂoor function
room and more than once a stripper would be seen disappearing
upstairs to entertain party-goers. In those heady pre-2005 days when
licensing laws in England and Wales demanded that pubs closed at
10.30 or 11pm, Rita would make it her business to know the names
of all the regulars. This meant that during ‘lock-ins’ (drinking after the
legal time), when the police would knock on the door and demand to
know why people were still drinking, Rita could name everyone present and claim it was a private party.
After Roy and Rita left (Roy died soon afterwards) the Hanbury went
through a bad patch as a rather rough boozer before the ground ﬂoor
was redeveloped and turned into an attractive bistro-type pub with
organic food and an exterior crammed with French style pots overﬂowing with ﬂowers. Sadly that halcyon period didn’t last. It became
the Social, a brieﬂy fashionable venue for the young and trendy, and
then reverted to the Hanbury under its present ownership – without a
live-in landlord and one of a small chain of three LHR Pubs, along with
the Regent in Barnsbury and the Lauriston in Homerton.
The Duchess of Kent, which closed earlier this year, was rebuilt in
the 1930s but had also been a pub from the mid-1850s. In more
recent history it once had a landlord so mean that when the electricity
cut out, he refused to put another coin in the meter and instead would
close the pub and send everyone home. Its upper ﬂoors are currently
up for conversion to apartments. But Islington Council consider this
former pub to be a neighbourhood asset and therefore it must remain
as licensed premises – a pub, restaurant or tea room. Considering
the success of Pophams Bakery on Prebend Street, we can only hope
that some agreeable place of refreshment will take root here.
With many thanks to local resident Peter Greenwood whose razorsharp memory has in no way been affected by a lifetime of casual
neighbourhood supping.
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