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The square captured in oils
ou may have noticed a painter working at her easel
in Arlington Square in late spring. Award-winning
artist Melissa Scott-Miller (right) was commissioned to
paint the square by local resident Michael Foley. He says:
‘I met Melissa when she was painting in Prebend Street
some years ago. I like her work and I have always
thought that Arlington Square deserved to be painted.’
The finished painting (above) shows the south-west
corner of the square, with guest appearances by Michael
and Arlingtonia’s two feline mascots, Bertie and Lili.
Melissa Scott-Miller studied at the Slade School of Fine
Art and is a member of the Royal Society of Portrait
Painters. Her work has been chosen 17 times for the
Royal Academy’s Summer Exhibition. You can see more
of her paintings at www.scottmillerart.com.

Y

Join in the summer celebration...
Preparations are in full swing for what is our biggest
event and major fundraiser of the year – the Arlington
Square Summer Fete on Saturday 3 September.
The plan is to fill the square with all your favourite
fun activities. Expect a welcome return of Splat the
Rat and the Human Fruit Machine, the tempting
tombola and remarkable raffle, our calorific and
gorgeous cake stall, the irresistible hog roast,
children’s games, coconut shy, tombola and stalls
selling bric-a-brac, books, homemade preserves,

plants and children’s toys. By popular request, live
music will again be provided by the energetic Spanner
Big Band, and dancing is strictly encouraged.
This year’s fancy dress theme and competition
celebrates 45 years of the Mr Men and Little Miss books.
With 90 different characters to choose from, we think
your biggest headache will be choosing which
one to come as. Time for all the Arlingtonian Mr Tickles
and Little Miss Giggles to get out the body paints.
Adults are very welcome to dress up too! Every ➤ page 2
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NEWS IN BRIEF

■ A record nine Arlingtonians this year opened their gardens for

Royal revels in the sun
As is traditional in Britain, intermittent rain dampened
proceedings at the Queen’s ofﬁcial Big Lunch on 12
June. Happily, we held our Big Lunch in the square a
week earlier, on 5 June, when the sun shone brightly, the
Baker Pike Sextet entertained us and a great time was
had by Royalists and Republicans alike. A bucket collection for St Joseph’s Hospice raised a generous £250,
which makes the total we have raised for the Hackney
hospice in the past year a grand £1,150.
Above: Big Lunchers in the sunshine. Below: the
birthday girl joins the Baker Pike Sextet on vocals

➤ Summer Celebration, from page 1

penny of the profits from the Fete goes towards
deserving local charities and our work beautifying
Arlingtonia and our lovely square. This year’s
nominated good causes are St Joseph’s Hospice in
Hackney; Pack-Up, the free Monday lunch venue in St
James’ church hall staffed by volunteers and
wheelchair users from Richard Cloudesley School; and
the community-based Laburnum Boat Club, which is
run by volunteers and aims to be a positive force for
changing lives in a safe and supportive environment.

Help to make it happen
Our fabulous Fete can only take place if we have
enough volunteers who are willing to give an hour or
so to help with the stalls and attractions. We also need
stewards and people to help with children’s activities,
and with setting up and packing up. Can you spare an
hour or so some time during the day? It really is fun!
If you’re willing help in any way, drop us an email at
arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.
Friday night is bric-a-brac night. To raise as much
money as possible, we need good quality bric-a-brac,

an afternoon in June as part of the National Garden Scheme (NGS).
More than 200 people braved the cloudy and damp weather to tour
the gardens and help us raise £1,319 for the NGS’s nursing and
caring charities. Vicarage teas raised another £362 to help support
our work greening the neighbourhood. We are grateful for estate
agent Savills’ sponsorship of Islington’s NGS gardens, and the plates
and hessian bags they provided.
■ One of those gardens, the one in Rees Street that belongs to
Arlington Association chair Gordon and his partner Paul, will soon
have its own chapter called The Tropical Garden in the new edition
of The London Garden Book A-Z by Abigail Willis. The book
celebrates the wealth of London’s gardens with specially
commissioned photographs, reviews, practical gardening advice
and useful listings of horticultural societies and nurseries.
■ After many years of debate and argument, Transport for London
has finally agreed to the installation of traffic lights at the junction
of Baring Street and New North Road. Work is planned to take place
towards the end of this year.
■ For the second year running Arlington Square has been awarded
Green Flag status. The Green Flag Award® scheme recognises and
rewards the very best parks and public green spaces.
www.greenflagaward.org.uk.
■ Earlier this year, the Arlington Association hosted a group of
gardening students from the University of the Third Age. Our lead
volunteer gardener Paul Thompson guided them round the square
amid much animated conversation about the planting and the value
of community gardening. Their verdict? ‘What a treat to see it all…
the whole place is enchanting…we were all bowled over!’
■ Hackney Council’s planning committee has voted to allow
developers GHL (Eagle Wharf Road) Ltd to partially demolish Holborn
Studios’ buildings to make way for canal-side apartments with no
affordable housing. The vote was unanimous in spite of more than
150 objections to the proposed development. It is feared that most
of the 350 jobs currently at the studios may be lost. Ian Shacklock,
chair of Friends of Regent’s Canal campaign group has called
Hackney’s decision ‘an act of betrayal’. But Billy McCartney, MD of
the studios, has told us that he is now pursuing a case for a judicial
review. We will try to keep you posted about the threat to this unique
part of our local industrial heritage.
tombola prizes, books and children’s toys. If you have
anything suitable to offer we’ll be receiving donations
at the Vicarage garage (1a Arlington Square) on
Friday 2 September from 4.30 to 7.30, or you can
bring them to the square from 10.30 on Saturday
morning. If neither of those is convenient, email us
and we’ll try to arrange collection.
We’ll be selling tickets for our monster raffle at the
Fete – but you can also buy them on Friday night at
the vicarage 4.30–7.30. If you’re going to be away for
the weekend, you can still take part: buy raffle tickets
in advance at arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.

Fancy dress ideas
If you need inspiration for a fancy
dress costume for the Fete, Mr Men
Little Miss are hosting a pop-up
exhibition at Gallery@Oxo, Oxo Tower
Wharf, Bargehouse Street, South Bank,
London SE1 9PH from 24 to 29 August.
Admission is free. More details at

www.oxotower.co.uk/whats-on/.
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An Open Square with bells on
Arlington Square was once again invited to take
part in London’s Open Garden Squares Weekend
(June 18–19) along with more than 200 other
unique metropolitan squares and green spaces.
As always, we endeavoured to offer visitors and
locals some unusual activities. (And indeed our
efforts were mentioned in Metro’s feature about
Open Squares Weekend. )
For pure pleasure it was hard to beat the delicate playing of local harpist Alice Flaye and the
joyful performance of the St Vedast Handbell
Ringers, using handbells from the late 1800s.
Visitors on the Saturday were treated to an
arrangement of Greensleeves for harp and handbells specially written for the occasion by handbell
ringer and composer Gregory Rose. The ringers
also delighted us with the world premier of a
challenging new work by composer and arranger
Daryl Runswick.
On the Sunday Jane Ward led a free Tai Chi
session for all comers and Mary Schnorrenberg
took us through the movements of a Flow Yoga
session. We were truly blissed out.
We are very grateful to Jane, Mary, Alice and
the St Vedast ringers for their generous support.
Many thanks, too, to our lovely local home bakers
who produced enough cakes to raise £331 for our
work in the square.
The delights of Open Squares Weekend: community
Tai Chi on Sunday, harp and handbells on Saturday

Blooming August
If you’re keen to get to know our ever-expanding
display of flowers in Arlington Square, these four
delights should be at their showing-off best this time of
year. Clockwise from top left: Hedychium densiflorum
‘Assam Orange’ (known as the ginger lily), Rudbeckia
nitida ‘Herbstsonne’ (shiny coneflower), Cautleya
spicata (Himalayan ginger), and the Michaelmas daisy
Aster symphyotrichum ‘Little Carlow’.

Calendar of events
Summer Fete
Saturday 3 September, 1.30– 5.30pm
Arlington Square
Christmas Fair
Sunday 11 December, 3.30– 5pm
Arlington Square
Community Gardening Days
(10am in Arlington Square)
Saturday 27 August
Saturday 24 September
Saturday 22 October
Saturday 12 November
Everyone in the neighbourhood is welcome to our
gardening mornings. They are a good way to meet
neighbours, catch up on local news and enjoy some
gentle exercise. Tools, hot drinks and biscuits are
provided. Children are very welcome, as are greenfingered gardeners and complete novices.
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Pre-war
Arlingtonia
Memories of a nonagenarian
rthur Casbolt was born in 1922 in 25 Arlington Square. Three
families lived in the house, and the Casbolts occupied the two
rooms on the top floor. Arthur’s grandmother lived in the basement,
where Arthur and some of his family slept. All the residents shared
the one toilet in the house and, like most people, used the public
baths in Popham Street. Arthur’s dad Claude worked at the post
office in Mount Pleasant while mum Louisa Mary Anne looked
after the family. They rented the rooms through an army contact
of Claude’s who worked for London & Manchester Assurance, the
company that owned many of the houses in the area.
‘The square was always locked,’ Arthur recalls, ‘but I would
climb over the railings and up the trees to collect caterpillars,
which I kept in matchboxes until they became butterflies. We
respected the local policemen. They’d slap me on the back of the
head and tell me not to do it again. But of course I did. There were
no gangs then. We played rounders and hopscotch in the streets
and I built an aviary for my canaries in the back garden.’
Arthur went to Queen’s Head Street School (later rebuilt as
Islington Green School and now City of London Academy). He
belonged to the 58th London Boys’ Brigade and ran errands for
pocket money. He once spent a whole £1 on a BSE bike he
bought in Petticoat Lane. Some afternoons his grandmother
would take him to the Conservative Club in Upper Street for free
tea and biscuits. At Christmas an aunt would treat him to a meal
at Lyons’ Corner House at the Angel, followed by the pantomime
at the London Palladium and a visit to Selfridges for a toy. ‘Posher
than posh!’ says Arthur.
For holidays the family would walk through Finsbury Square
and Bishopsgate Market to Tower Bridge where they’d board a
paddle steamer (either Crested Eagle or Golden Eagle) for a week’s
holiday in Southend, Margate or Ramsgate. ‘They lifted Tower
Bridge for the paddle boat – and as soon as we were through, the
boat’s bar would open.’
Arthur left school at 14 and went to work for the pharmaceutical
manufacturers British Drug Houses in Graham Street. He walked
to work along the canal, which then had factories on its south
side, including one that made clothes for C&A. He recalls
shopping for fruit and veg at Chapel Market, and drinking in the
Hanbury Arms and the Britannia in Ironmonger Row.

A

Arthur (right) beside Regents Canal with father Claude, sister
Doris and brother Sid. Doris lived in Arlington Avenue until 1982

Arlington Square, he remembers, was unlocked early in the
Second World War. Like Union Square, it was used for allotments,
and as a mooring for barrage balloons. It was too risky to sleep
at home during the Blitz, as enemy planes followed the canal
dropping fire bombs. ‘Every night we’d walk to Moorgate to sleep
in the underground station, and in the morning we’d walk to work
amid the bomb damage. During the war neighbours became one
big happy family, helping each other out. The bombs took the roof
off our house and we stayed in various places locally until it was
repaired.’
Arthur was called up to the army, fought in North Africa and was
seriously injured on active service. He was hospitalised first in
Liverpool, then in Sheffield, where he met Lily Ashmore. They spent
a couple of years together in Arlington Square, both working for
British Drug Houses, and married in 1946. But unable to find a
house in London, they moved back to Sheffield, where Arthur still
lives. They were married for 61 years, until Lily’s death in 2007.
Arthur, who will be 94 in November, may have lived in Yorkshire
most of his life, but he still recalls Islington with great fondness.
‘I have such happy memories. Somehow I felt more affluent then
than I do these days. Life really is what you make of it.’
His son Paul recently met some Arlingtonians when he visited
us during our National Gardens Scheme open day in June. Thank
you, Paul, for putting us in touch with your Dad.

Last nights of the Proms
Spasmodic drizzle failed to thwart this year’s Pocket Prom, the
open-air concert in the Vicarage garden in June. Despite the
weather, the hardy audience stuck it out and were treated to
some sublime playing from the Arfa Quartet (right ), exquisite
arias and duets from soprano Ellie Neate and baritone Jonathan
de Garis and cool (literally) jazz from the Baker Pike Sextet.
There are still four more Islington Proms to enjoy this year, all
at St James’, Prebend Street.
24 September 7.30pm: Epiphoni Consort choir (as seen on TV)
mark the 350th anniversary of the Great Fire of London
15 October 7.30pm: the Volta Quartet and friends in a concert
of large-scale romantic chamber music
29 October 6pm: the Youth Prom showcasing the talents of
Islington’s most gifted young performers

12 November 7.30pm: Arlingtonian Fete favourites the Spanner
Big Band with a programme of jazz and swing
Tickets cost £10/£8 (Youth Prom £5, children and concessions
free) from Islington Music, 6 Shillingford Street, or on the door.
For more information, check out www.islingtonproms.org and
www.facebook.com/IslingtonProms.
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