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Tell us what you think
Here’s your chance to make your feelings known on local issues
and to catch up on what’s going on in the area. The Annual
General Meeting of the Arlington Association takes place on
Monday 23 March, starting at 7pm upstairs at the Hanbury Arms.
Everyone in the area is welcome. It’s an opportunity to meet your neighbours and have your say over a drink, on any local matters you feel
strongly about. We will review the Association’s last 12 months’ activity,
explain our ﬁnances, and discuss priorities and issues for the coming year.
Our local councillor Martin Klute will be joining us, to update us on council
matters that affect our neighbourhood, and there will be opportunities to
ask questions. We will also have a report from Royal Mail on the progress
of the Delivery Ofﬁce in New North Road, due to open this summer.
The Arlington Association has a committee of 12: a Chair, Deputy Chair,
Secretary, Treasurer and eight other members. If we have received more
applications for some vacant posts, we will elect new members at the AGM.
Do come along. Our Association can be powerful but it is only as strong
as its active members.

A reminder: you are automatically a
member of the Arlington Association if
you live in the western part of the
Arlington Conservation area – from
Prebend Street to the canal, from New
North Road to Union Square.
Membership is free and you are
welcome to join in all the AA’s
community activities.
The Association has a website,
www.arlingtonassociation.org.uk, and a
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
ArlingtonAssociation. To join our
mailing list and receive updates about
local news and events, please contact
arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.

Our fund-raising Fair in the Square
With sprightly bulbs brightening the square and
Arlingtonia’s birdlife cranking up a regular dawn
chorus, spring fever makes Christmas seem a long
time ago. But last December’s Christmas Fair in the
Square was a delightful occasion. It didn’t snow, but
it didn’t rain either. The mulled wine ﬂowed. Our
carollers were in ﬁne voice and our VIP guest and his
elves Arl and Tonia arrived safely from Lapland with
a sack full of treats for all our young (and not so
young) Arlingtonians.
Thanks to the generosity of neighbours – and
especially those who gave their time to help organise
the event and the music, and who donated cakes,
Christmas chutneys and produce for sale – we raised
an amazing £1,000 for the Hackney Winter Night
Shelter and just over £200 towards our work to green
our neighbourhood.
Our donation helped towards sheltering up to 25

people a night in 20 different Hackney venues and
providing a hot evening meal, shower, bed and
breakfast, as well as organising access to medical
care, hygiene and warm clothes. The shelter is open
from November until the end of March, and is staffed
by a team of more than 750 volunteers drawn from
the local community as well as from 20 churches, a
Jewish group and two mosques.
The Reverend and Worshipful Justin Gau,
Arlingtonian and Assistant Curate at St John of
Jerusalem, South Hackney, thanked everyone for our
‘wonderful generosity in supporting the Hackney
Winter Night Shelter, and the joyful way of raising
such an astonishing amount of money.’ Justin also
added his personal thanks to the AA’s chair Gordon
McArthur and our lead volunteer gardener Paul
Thompson for the ‘amazing community spirit that
they manage to encourage to ﬂourish in the area.’

Another season of local Proms
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The fourth season of Islington Proms kicks off next
month with an evening of a capella singing by the
Godwine Choir. From then through to November, St
James’ in Prebend Street will be the regular venue for
concerts featuring soloists, choirs and instrumental
ensembles performing music from the Baroque to the
21th century.
In their ﬁrst three years of ‘Music in our
neighbourhood’, the Islington Proms have presented
early music and small choirs, sublime singers and
instrumental virtuosos, chamber music by duos, trios,
quartets and quintets, an Irish ceilidh, big band jazz
and even an opera. Here’s how the 2015 season is
shaping up:
25 April: the Godwine Choir directed by Edward
Hughes sing works by Parry, Howells, Stanford and
Byrd among others.
23 May: award-winning Estonian pianist Kristiina
Rokashevich performs Beethoven and Schumann;
Dutch-American violinist Amarins Wierdsma plays
Beethoven and Poulenc.
6 June: the Guildhall Wind Octet play Mozart,
Beethoven and other music from the late Baroque and
Classical periods.
20 June: an al fresco Prom in the gardens of St James’
Vicarage. Bring a picnic and enjoy music from motets
to ballads, opera to jazz.
11 July: Eboracum Baroque present a programme
celebrating the Baroque trumpet, with excerpts from
Handel operas and his Water Music, together with
other lesser-known composers.
26 September: Arlington favourite Rupert EgertonSmith returns for a piano recital including Beethoven,
Rameau, Bach-Busoni, Chopin and Rachmaninov.
3 October: Youth Prom, a showcase for Islington’s most
talented young performers.
17 October: Polish soprano Eliza Safjan makes her
Proms debut singing Mozart, Richard Strauss, Carl
Orff, Villa-Lobos and Canteloube; plus music by
Schubert, César Franck and Ian Clarke played by

Performing at this
year’s Proms, from
above: the Godwine
Choir, Alastair
Penman, Rupert
Egerton-Smith,
Amarins Wierdsma

prize-winning ﬂautist Rebecca Carson.
14 November: celebrated saxophonist Alastair Penman
presents classical favourites, plus new compositions
and arrangements for saxophone and live electronics.
For more information, visit www.islingtonproms.org, or
follow www.facebook.com/IslingtonProms. To join the Proms
mailing list for updates and reminders, send an email
to info@islingtonproms.org.

This summer’s horticultural highlights
On Sunday 7 June, seven local gardens will open to
the public as part of the National Gardens Scheme
(NGS). This year two new gardens, 27 and 28
Arlington Square, join the ﬁve that opened so
successfully last year. Between them, the seven
cover a fascinating range of gardening styles and
budgets, from contemporary architectural to
traditional cottage garden. It’s a rare chance to
peek behind the terraces to see just what local
gardeners have achieved in a limited space
The seven gardens – 21, 25, 27 and 28 Arlington
Square, 26 Arlington Avenue, 5 Rees Street and St
James Vicarage, 1a Arlington Square – will be open
from 1.30 to 5.30. A combined ticket, available from
any of the gardens during the afternoon, is £6 and
children are free. Home-made teas will be served at
the Vicarage.
Last year the NGS raised £2.5 million for the
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nursing and caring charities it supports. (The two
main beneﬁciaries are Macmillan Nurses and
Marie Curie Cancer Care.) Our contribution was
around £1,000, and we raised another £400 from
the sale of tea and cakes, which we have put
towards AA gardening projects.

Open Squares
The following week, by popular request, we are
again taking part in London’s Open Garden
Squares Weekend (www.opensquares.org). On 13 and
14 June we will be joining 200 other specially
chosen outdoor spaces across London and showing
off Arlington Square to visitors.
We plan some special activities in the square that
weekend. We’ll keep you posted on the AA website,
on the noticeboard on the potting shed in the
square, and by email.
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Newcomers to the square this spring
Our community gardening year started last month with a
well-attended turn-out of volunteers to help plant, prune,
mulch, garden, chat and eat chocolate biscuits. It is always
a joy to work together with our regular volunteers and meet
neighbours. As one neighbour sitting by the tea and coffee
flasks said, ‘It’s not just about helping make the square so
lovely – it’s also about knowing you belong to such a
friendly community.’
The new plants in the square are chosen by our lead
volunteer gardener Paul Thomson with suggestions and help
from our regular gardening volunteers.
Interesting plants to look out for at this time of year
include Enkianthus campanulatus with its pretty clusters of
small pink bell-like flowers planted in the north-west
perimeter bed; dog’s tooth violets (Erythronium revolutum
Knightshayes Pink) which are diminutive woodlanders with
pagoda-like flowers, in the east perimeter bed near the
north gate; and Corydalis Chocolate Stars with their blue
flowers and attractive chocolate-coloured leaves in the east
perimeter bed near the middle. Rhododendron Christmas
Cheer should also be in full flower along with many
camellias including Camellia Donation, Camellia Desire and
Camellia Nuccio’s Gem. Look out too for Helleborus
Cinderella and its frilly spotted pink and white flowers, a
new addition to the shady north-east perimeter border and a
beauty that certainly deserves to go to the ball.

Packington update

Phase four (of seven) of the Packington Estate Redevelopment is
under way. By the end of March, most of the old flats still standing
will have been demolished and their foundations reduced to
crushed concrete, which will be used to raise the ground level.

Every three months Gordon McArthur, the AA’s Chair, attends a
meeting with Hyde Housing, Packington Tenants Residents
Association, the Angel Association and ward councillors to
discuss issues that affect the neighbourhood. These meetings
have created good community relations, and have enabled issues
such as the proposed telecom mast in Union Square to be quickly
resolved. (It was discovered that, unknown to the mobile phone
operators, it was proposed to be built on land owned by Hyde
Housing, so the application was withdrawn.)
The relationships built through these meetings also mean that
problems arising from the building work on the Packington Estate
can be quickly handled and resolved. This happened recently
when construction vehicles were found to be deviating from the
agreed Traffic Management Plan (TMP). After discussion with
Hyde Housing it was agreed that action would be taken to reduce
the number of vehicles driving through the neighbourhood and
the TMP would be strictly enforced.

Should be in bloom by now… Top: Enkianthus campanulatus.
Above left: dog’s tooth violets. Right: Helleborus Cinderella

Trust fund for the AA
Fund-raiser extraordinaire Gordon McArthur, the
Association’s chair, has secured £1,800 from
People’s Postcode Trust to help our community
gardening work in Arlington Square.
The trust is a grant-giving charity funded
entirely by People’s Postcode Lottery, where 50p
from every £2
ticket sold goes to
support
good
causes in Great
Britain.
Since
2009,
People’s
Postcode Trust
has given away
over £9 million to
more than 1,400 projects throughout England,
Scotland and Wales.
In all, players of People’s Postcode Lottery have
raised over £61 million for charities and good
causes, making it the world’s third largest private
charity donor.
The Association plans to use this generous donation to buy some interesting new plants and shrubs
for everyone to enjoy in Arlington Square.

PUB PLANTERS FOR CYCLISTS
AA gardeners have planted up two ‘bicycle
planters’ outside the Hanbury Arms. They will
not only help green our neighbourhood, they
also offer secure stands that can be used by
cyclists for locking their bikes. The planters are
supplied by Islington Council and sponsored by
the Hanbury Arms.
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Fight to save a famous studio complex
A campaign has been launched to
defend a unique local asset. Neighbours who care about preserving
local buildings of historic interest
have formed Friends of Holborn
Studios to help ﬁght the threat of
demolition of the photographic
studios at Eagle Wharf Road.
Holborn Studios is the largest
photographic studio complex in
Europe. There are very few supermodels, musicians, ﬁlm stars and
TV actors who have not been photographed there. And of course it’s
a workplace for some of the world’s
best photographers, directors,
make-up artists, stylists, hairdressers, assistants, art directors
and other creatives.
Since 1991 the famous studios,
dubbed by Helmut Newton ‘the
Abbey Road of photography’, have
been housed in one of the few commercial buildings left in our area
that is ofﬁcially recognised as
being of townscape merit and a
heritage asset as part of the
Regents Canal Conservation Area.
In 1999 a combined develop-

ment between the studios and
British Waterways (now the
Canals and Rivers Trust) saw the
creation of Eagle Wharf Marina,
on the Regents Canal side of Holborn Studios – the ﬁrst real regeneration of the canalside area,
which has led directly to increased
canal usage and public access to
the Commissary Bar & Kitchen.
Now the landlords are seeking
permission to redevelop the site
for residential and commercial
use. This would mean the demolition of most of the historic build-

Industrial Arlingtonia
Have you ever wondered why the streets
of our neighbourhood are so wide? We’ve
received one plausible explanation from a
resident of the Bottle Factory (on Mary
Street, beside the Hanbury Arms).
It seems there was a real bottle factory
on this site, possibly even before the surrounding houses were built. When the
building was converted into four houses in
the late 1980s, the developers found
enough broken glass to fill four skips. The
dwellings that surround it on Mary Street,
Linton Street and St Paul Street may have
been built to house the factory workers.
There were other industrial units in the
Arlington Square area when the houses
were built around 1850. And all these small
factories used horse-drawn carts to transport their products and raw materials.
When the cargo was heavy – a load of bottles, for instance – there were sometimes
six horses to each cart. Now, six dray
horses and a cart need a fairly wide turning
circle. And that’s why our streets were built
so wide – to allow the horses to negotiate
their way out of the factory entrances and
on to the main road into the city.
That seems very reasonable to us. Do
you know of any other explanation for our
broad streets so beloved of driving instruc-

tors? Can you tell us any more about
Arlingtonia’s industrial past? If so, or if
you’d like to share any other insights
into local history, do contact us at:
arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.
We’d also love to hear from you if
you have lived in the area a long time
and would like to tell us about your
early years here. The Arlingtonian’s
editor will be happy to meet you and
take notes of your recollections.

ings (but not the old chimney –
which would be surrounded by
new buildings up to seven storeys
high); the loss of over 200 jobs
within a priority employment
area; and the closure of historic
Holborn Studios.
A recent Open Day at the studios helped launch the campaign
to save the building and the studios from destruction.
You can learn more about the
studios at www.holbornstudios.com
and join the campaign to save them
at www.friendsofholbornstudios.com.

Calendar
of events
Arlington Association AGM
Monday 23 March 7pm, Hanbury Arms
NGS local gardens open for
charity
Sunday 7 June 1.30–5.30pm
Open Garden Squares
Saturday 13 June 10am–5pm
Sunday 14 June 2–5pm
Arlington Summer Fete
Saturday 5 September 1.30–5.30pm
Community Gardening Days
(10am in Arlington Square)
Saturday 11 April
Saturday 9 May
Saturday 6 June
Saturday 4 July
Saturday 1 August
Saturday 29 August
Saturday 3 October
Saturday 31 October
Everyone is welcome at our monthly
gardening mornings – no experience
necessary. Turn up any time from 10am.
Bring gardening gloves if you have
them. We’ll provide drinks, biscuits
and neighbourly news. Children are
especially welcome.

The Bottle Factory’s narrow entrance
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your comments, complaints, compliments and ideas for stories to arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk

