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A royal visit to Arlington Square
e welcome more and more visitors to the
square every day but very few of them arrive
accompanied by a Personal Protection Officer,
an Assistant Private Secretary, the Representative
Deputy Lieutenant for the London Borough of Islington,
the Master of the Worshipful Company of Gardeners,
the Deputy Mayor of Islington and a bunch of press
photographers.
As Patron of the London Gardens Society, His Royal
Highness the Earl of Wessex visits three London gardens of special importance every year. This year
Arlington Square was chosen as an outstanding public
garden worthy of the royal visit. (The other two stops
on Prince Edward’s 2014 tour were the private gardens
of Lady Mico’s Almhouses in Stepney and St Joseph’s
Hospice in Hackney.)
Arlington Association’s chair Gordon McArthur welcomed the Prince along with our secretary and founder
Hazel Fletcher and chief community gardener Paul
Thompson. They took HRH for a stroll round the square,
pointing out plants of note, explaining the transformation we have achieved over the last few years and introducing him to some of our gardening volunteers. Elle
Bogle presented the Prince with a jar of Arlington
Square rose-petal jam and a pack of Arlington Square
notelets.
During the tour and over drinks in the square’s Hub
area (water for HRH at his request, wine for the rest of
us) Prince Edward chatted about the challenges of gardening in the shade, the huge amount of work it takes
to prepare an area for planting and how fresh-picked
herbs taste so much better than those bought from the
shop. He praised the ‘magnificent’ palm trees at the hub
and he observed that our work in the square is clearly
making a difference to the whole neighbourhood.

W

Window box challenge
Our lead gardener Paul Thompson held a window box workshop
in the community garden in May (right ), generously sharing his
expert advice and offering us many useful tips on how best to
plant and maintain a beautiful window box. A very helpful morning – and no excuses now for not entering our new window box
competition.
We want to recognise the effort neighbours are making to enhance the neighbourhood, so we are holding a competition for
the best window box in the Arlington Association area. Entries
and nominations will be judged by a prize-winning gardener
from outside the neighbourhood and we will announce the result
at the Summer Fete. The winner will receive the boundless admiration of neighbours and the prestigious Royal Horticultural
Society Banksian Medal.
If you have a beautiful window box – or you admire someone
else’s in the neighbourhood – let us know the address and we
will add them to the list to be judged. Send an email headed
‘Window box’ to arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.

Our tame horticulturalist Paul shows how it’s done
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Entertaining visitors
Five intrepid local Arlingtonians opened their gardens
to the public in June as part of the National Gardens
Scheme (NGS). The gardens had all been vetted and
awarded the accolade of appearing in the famous NGS
Yellow Book. Together, in just over three hours they
raised £1,000 for the charities supported by the NGS.
In addition, the sale of teas and home-made cakes
brought us £400 to spend on Arlington Association
community projects. With the flattering comments
from the 200 visitors still ringing in their ears, the
gardeners went on with helpers and guests to celebrate the success of the afternoon with a party in the
Vicarage garden, where Emma and Rupert EgertonSmith entertained us all with music and songs.

Open Squares
We weren’t so lucky with the weather the following
weekend when we welcomed scores of Open Garden
Squares Weekend ticket-holders to the square.
The author Margaret Willes (left) joined us on the
Saturday and signed copies of her latest book The
Gardens of the British Working Class, kindly donating
a percentage of the sales to the AA.
Our visitors came from all over south-east England.
Some visited Arlington Square because they wanted
to learn more about how to set up a community gardening group.
Sales of teas, cakes and Arlington notelets, homemade Arlington chutney, marmalade and rose-petal
jam made £250, which has bought us some more
plants for the square. Our grateful thanks, as always,
to the small and hard-working band of volunteers who
helped us over the weekend.

Monitoring air pollution
Mapping for Change has selected the Arlington Association along with three other London community
groups to help measure the air quality in their neighbourhoods.
Mapping for Change is a partnership between UCL
Civil, Environmental and Geomatic Engineering
(University College London) and London 21 Sustainability Network, a charity that works across Greater
London to help create a greener, healthier and more
sustainable city.
Thirty NO2 testing tubes, set up in an area between
New North Road, Upper Street, Essex Road and the
canal, monitored our air for four weeks in July. We
will let everybody know the results of the tests when
we have them. Last year Mapping for Change did
similar testing in Putney, which resulted in TFL
replacing a lot of diesel buses with hybrid ones.

Inconvenient container
Without warning a blue container, the size of a very
large lorry, was plonked in the street on the east side
of Arlington Square.
After some investigation the AA discovered that it
belonged to the construction, development, maintenance and management group Rydon who work on
properties owned by Islington Council. It was what
they call a ‘welfare unit’, i.e. toilets and showers for
their workers – none of whom were working anywhere near the square.
After many emails and help from councillor Martin
Klute we managed to get Rydon to remove it.

Then and now
It sometimes takes an effort of memory to realise just how
much the Arlington Association volunteer gardeners have
achieved in just over two years. This is what the square’s
perimeter beds looked like in late spring 2012…

And, thanks to the tireless efforts of our volunteers, who have
planted literally thousands of trees, shrubs and flowers, this
is how they look today…
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Ready for the Arlington village fete?
Time to hang out the bunting, bake a cake and polish
up your dancing shoes. It’s Summer Fete time!
Come rain or shine, we’ll be gathering in the square
on the afternoon of Saturday 6 September. There’ll be
cakes and competitions, food stalls and face painting,
books and bric-a-brac, tombola and tug-of-war, the everpopular human fruit machine, a terrific raffle, the Great
Arlington Bake Off (below right) and music by the WTW
Big Band, back this year by popular request.
Emer Stamp, author of The Unbelievable Top Secret
Diary of Pig, will be on hand to entertain children with
her magical stories and sign copies of her book. And
TV’s Dallas Campbell will judge our fancy dress
competition. The theme this year is Royalty: think
princes and princesses, knights and damsels.
We gratefully acknowledge a contribution to the
funding of the Fete from Hyde Housing, developers of
the Packington Estate. As always, profits from the Fete
will be shared among local good causes and our work
at the AA greening the neighbourhood.
If you can contribute anything to the Fete – plants
for the plant stall, books for the book stall, toys, bric-abrac, tombola prizes, whatever – please deliver your
donations to the Vicarage (1a Arlington Square)
between 4 and 7pm on Friday 5 September, or to the
square from 10am on Saturday 6. As well as generous
donations from neighbours, the success of the day
greatly depends on our volunteers. If you can spare an
hour to help out in any way on 6 September, please let
us know in an email to arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.

What is the AA?
The Arlington Association consists of residents of the
western part of Islington’s Arlington Conversation area –
from Prebend Street to the canal, from New North Road to
Union Square. Membership is free and everyone who lives
within the area is automatically a member. We have a
committee of 12 elected members and a website:
www.arlingtonassociation.org.uk. To join our mailing list
and receive regular updates about local news and events,
email us at arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.

All the fun of the Fete... this year’s celebrity guests are
author Emer Stamp and TV’s Dallas Campbell (above)

A right royal bake off
Soggy bottom alert! The Great Arlington Bake Off
returns for this year’s Summer Fete. You can enter
anything you’ve made – sweet or savoury, biscuits or
muffins, bread or patisserie, a tart or a layer cake – as
long as your baking relates to this year’s theme of
Royalty. Prizes will be awarded in four categories:
Best Decoration, Tastiest Treat, Best Bake
by a Youngster aged 8 or under, Best
Bake by a 9-to-16-year-old.
Entries should be delivered to
the cake stall on Fete Day
between 12.30 and 1.15. They
will be judged by 2pm and, after
the winners are announced, all
the entries will be offered for sale
at the stall.
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A few more Proms at St James’
There are still four more Islington Proms
to enjoy this season at St James’,
Prebend Street. On Saturday 20
September, international a cappella choir
Myriad offer a programme of sacred and
secular music in aid of the Ghanaian
schools building charity, HASTE.
On Saturday 11 October the popular
Youth Prom gives talented young local
musicians and singers the opportunity to
perform in a concert setting.
On Saturday 18 October the 17-piece
WTW Big Band (right ) with vocalists and
special guests return to St James’ to raise

the church roof with an evening of jazz,
swing, Latin and funk.
And to close the 2014 season, on 15
November pianists Mariko Brown and
Julian Jacobson play music for four hands
by Schubert, Debussy and Gershwin.
Tickets for Proms generally cost £10
(concessions £8). The Youth Prom is only
£5, concessions and children free. Tickets
are available from Islington Music, 6
Shillingford Street, N1 2DP, online from
www.oxboffice.com, by telephone on
0845 680 1926, or on the door. For more
information: www.islingtonproms.org.

Community efforts win more awards
The work of the Arlington Association has been recognised by yet
more awards, prizes, grants and
bursaries.
✦ Our chair Gordon McArthur was
a runner-up in the BT Chairman
awards. He received a cheque for

£500 from BT chairman Sir Michael
Rake – and Gordon has donated it
to us to buy more plants for the
square. He says: ‘I feel passionate
about improving the environment
and making my neighbourhood a
better place to live for all.’
✦ Along with Paul Thompson and

three AA gardening volunteers,
Gordon attended a reception on
HMS Belfast for UK Power
Network’s Power of Giving Fund,
where we were given a grant of
£2,000 to spend on community gardening projects.
Handing over the cheque, Matt
Rudling, UK Power Network’s
Director of Customer Services, said:
‘We are delighted to award this
money. Community projects like
these are so important and require
a lot of hard work and dedication
from all those involved. The Power
of Giving Fund is our way of giving
something back to the communities
where we live and work.’
✦ We hosted visitors from the Royal
Horticultural Society, the National
Gardens Scheme (NGS) and the
Metropolitan Public Gardens Association when Penny Snell, chair of
the NGS, presented us with a
plaque for the Hub – the area of the
square that we planted after receiving an NGS Elspeth Thompson Bursary for amateur gardeners working

Watching out for the mail
The large site south of the canal on the corner of New North Road
and Eagle Wharf Road has been acquired by Royal Mail plc and will
be developed as a new delivery office. The Arlington Association
was concerned that we had not been consulted about this major
development – which may have a significant impact on local traffic,
parking, pollution and noise.
We opened discussions
with Royal Mail, called a
public meeting and have
now formed a Scrutiny
Committee led by Andrew
Martin to work proactively
with Royal Mail to ensure we
get the best possible
outcome for our community.
We will keep AA members up
to date with developments
by email.

on urban gardening projects for the
benefit of their communities.
✦ Thanks to everyone who voted for
us in the Royal Horticultural Society’s Facebook contest celebrating
50 years of Britain in Bloom. We
won the Community Gardening
category! The prize is £300-worth of
RHS vouchers.
Stop Press We’ve just heard that
Islington Council has awarded us
£2,000 from the Community Chest
Fund to help us continue our work
greening the neighbourhood.

Calendar of events
Arlington Square Summer Fete
Saturday 6 September 1.30–5.30pm
Christmas Fair in Arlington Square
Sunday 14 December 3–5pm
Community Gardening Days
(10am in Arlington Square)
Saturday 30 August
Saturday 27 September – Autumn Big Planting Day
Saturday 4 October
Saturday 1 November
Everyone is welcome at our monthly gardening mornings –
green-fingered experts or complete beginners. Turn up any
time from 10am. Bring gardening gloves if you have them.
We will provide drinks, biscuits and neighbourly news.
Children are especially welcome to join in.

The Arlingtonian is written, edited and designed by volunteers from the Arlington Association. Please send
your comments, complaints, compliments and ideas for stories to arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk

