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Christmas countdown starts here
t’s official. The festive season
starts on Sunday 13 December at our annual Fair in the
Square. Friends and neighbours will be lighting up Arlington Square with community
carol singing, mince pies, gingerbread and lashings of mulled
wine and cider.
Admission is free and everyone’s
welcome. The Arlington Singers
are tuning up, we’re busy preparing tempting local produce for your
Christmas shopping and we’ve

I

posted a letter up a chimney to invite a certain VIP. We’re also hoping that our very own Christmas
elves Arl and Tonia will join us
Proceeds from this year’s Christmas Fair in the Square will go to
two charities: Shelter from the
Storm and St Joseph’s Hospice.
Please join us from 3.30pm on
the 13th. Bring a torch or a lantern
and your heartiest Christmas
singing voice. And check our website for contingency plans if it looks
like a blizzard threatens.

We just can’t stop winning awards
Our community horticultural efforts in Arlington
Square continue to be recognised by organisations both
local and national.
◆ We were recently awarded second place in the
London Garden Society’s best Large Public Square. We
were runner-up to St James’s Square in SW1, which is
maintained by professional gardeners paid for by the
businesses and residents surrounding the square.
◆ In the Royal Horticultural Society’s It’s Your
Neighbourhood competition the judges again gave us
the top accolade of ‘Outstanding’.
◆ London in Bloom awarded us a silver gilt in the Best
Small Park category.
◆ In the Islington in Bloom 2015
awards,
Best
Residential
Communal Garden category, we
were pronounced Champion of
Champions.
◆ We applied for a Community
Green Flag for the ﬁrst time this
year – and received the highest
banding possible from the judges.
The Green Flag Award Scheme
(www.greenflagaward.org) recognises

and rewards the best green spaces in the UK and
beyond.
◆ Most exciting of all, we entered the People’s Choice
competition organised by the Green Flag Award
Scheme. To our amazement, in a public vote and in stiff
competition with more than 1,500 of the nation’s best
parks, we were awarded fourth place.
Third was Maidstone’s Mote Park, second Margam
Park in Neath Port Talbot, South Wales and ﬁrst was
Victoria Park in Tower Hamlets. There is no truth in
the rumour that we are retaliating by creating a
boating lake and bandstand before next year’s
competition. But we can rejoice in
the knowledge that Arlington Square
is now ofﬁcially the fourth best-loved
park in the whole of the UK.
These accolades are testimony to
the hard work of our gardening
volunteers, the tireless leadership
of Arlington Association’s chair
Gordon
McArthur
and
the
immaculate planting wisdom of
garden designer Paul Thompson.
Congratulations to all of them.
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Gardening update
In recent months the AA’s gardening volunteers have
been mostly focusing on weeding and watering the
ﬂowerbeds in Arlington Square. They have also been
freshening up the rose beds and planting a section of
the west side perimeter beds. Some roses have become
diseased and the lavender is patchy so we are moving
some lavender plants and trying a different border to
the rose beds. We plan to plant some box pyramids in
the corners of the rose beds.
On the west side we have opened up more sightlines
by trimming the old and neglected shrubs. Experience
shows that, as well as improving the look of the border,
losing the dark, heavy shrubs helps to reduce anti-social
behaviour. We plan to plant some box in the north of the
square to limit the damage to plants caused by footballs.
In the four ‘pocket parks’ we created by the New
North Road, the roses have done incredibly well this
year and have been much admired. We have consolidated the box hedging at Arlington Avenue, Linton
Street and St Paul Street, and planted more roses and
bulbs at the Rydon Street parklet. All the pocket parks
suffered from lack of water in the dry summer and autumn: we would love anyone who lives near these mini
gardens to help share responsibility for watering next
summer. All offers very gratefully received.
The loyal volunteers who generously clear the rub-

The AA’s lead volunteer gardener Paul Thompson adds
yet more new shrubs to the west border of the square

bish thrown into the pocket parks say that the best
thing about this almost thankless task is the enthusiastic compliments they get from passers-by. It makes a
change from people assuming we are carrying out sentences of community service.

New partners
for next
year’s Proms
The Islington Proms have now completed their fourth annual season
and plans are being made for 2016.
The organising team are very
grateful for the support of the local
Arlington community – and especially for their help in paying off the
loan on the Bechstein grand piano,
which has now been completed four
months ahead of schedule.
In the coming year the Proms committee plan to extend the existing
relationship with the Guildhall
School of Music. The Barbican
Chamber Orchestra (above right),
based at the College, will be playing
a number of concerts and helping
with publicity and promotion. The
season will include a number of popular local favourites, including the
Pocket Prom and the Youth Prom.
It is hoped that plans to renew the
lighting, the sound system and the
pew cushions at St James’ will be
completed before the start of the new
season, improvements which should
make the Proms experience even
more enjoyable. More details will be
available on the Proms website
www.islingtonproms.org and on the
Islington Proms FaceBook page.

St Peter’s new sergeant

St Peters Neighbourhood Policing Team welcomes
Cameron Thompson (right) as its new sergeant. He has
worked in Islington as a police ofﬁcer since early 2009,
and introduced to the borough the national campaign
#WeStandTogether, designed to bring the community
together to stand against hate crimes and extremism.
He is also involved in Operation Bumblebee, which
offers advice on keeping your home safe.

Contacts
• He can be contacted at Cameron.Thompson@met.pnn.police.uk or on
Twitter: @MPSStPeters.
• If you spot suspicious or antisocial behaviour, the Council Helpline is
020 7527 7272.
• Parks Patrol can be contacted on 07970 893588. They are usually on duty
late afternoon into late evening.
• The police number to ring about worrying behaviour that’s not a 999
emergency is 101 – this can include speeding scooters etc.
• For advice on burglary prevention: www.metbumblebee.org.
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All the fun of the Fete
Yet again, our Summer Fete in
September broke all records. We
raised over £4,000 – an amazing
result, and all thanks to the dedicated and hard-working volunteers who gave us such a
memorable fun event. This
enabled us to make handsome
donations to our chosen charities
Shelter from the Storm, St
Joseph’s Hospice in Hackney,
Islington Community Narrow
Boat and Mountainwise
working with local disaffected
youths. Some of the proceeds
will also help us maintain the
Arlington Association and sup-

port our gardening work in the
neighbourhood.
We didn’t have the sunniest
weather for the Fete but music
from the Spanner Big Band and
local harpist Alice Flaye lifted our
spirits. We were sustained by
James Elliott the butcher’s generous hog roast and our caloriﬁc
cake stall, and we spent unstintingly at the tempting stalls
and the rafﬂe.
As always we offer our heartfelt thanks to our faithful volunteers and to the many generous
companies who donated such
wonderful rafﬂe prizes.

Clockwise from top: master of ceremonies Willie Wonka; fans of the big band; girls v boys tug-of-war; brisk business at the cake stall

Keep in touch with your association
You are automatically a member of the
Arlington Association if you live in the
western part of the Arlington Conservation
area – from Prebend Street to the canal,
from New North Road to Union Square.
Membership is free and everyone is
welcome to join in our community activities.
We have an action-packed website,
www.arlingtonassociation.org.uk, and a
Facebook page that we invite you to Like:

www.facebook.com/arlingtonassociation.
To join our mailing list and receive
regular updates about local news and
events,
please
contact
us
at
arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.
This is the 12th edition of The Arlingtonian. It was launched around the same
time as the website in April 2012, the 10th
anniversary of the AA. The next edition
should be published next March.

Pack-Up every Monday
A weekly soup kitchen has been set up in response to a need for a warm environment
and some good food for the less fortunate
members of our community. The scheme,
known as Pack-Up, is organised by members
of St James’ Church, supported by residents
from throughout the area. The support team
also includes wheelchair users from the sixth
form at Richard Cloudesley School.
The soup kitchen is open in St James’
Hall, Prebend Street from 12.30 to 1.30pm
every Monday all year round, serving
home-made soup, sandwiches, tea, coffee
and hot chocolate.
Pack-Up relies on the goodwill of the local
community and gifts of good soup and cake
would be gratefully received. If you can help,
please contact Toni Parker, the coordinator

of Pack-Up, on 07747 063633. To help with
raising funds for the soup kitchen, a team of
carol singers will set off from St James’
Church Hall at 7pm on Sunday 6 December.
All welcome.

Calendar of events
Christmas Fair in the Square
Sunday 13 December, 3.30–5pm
NGS gardens open for charity
Sunday 12 June 2016, 1.30–5.30pm
Open Garden Squares
(Arlington Square)
Saturday–Sunday 18–19 June
Community Gardening Days
(10am in Arlington Square)
Saturday 30 January
Saturday 20 February
Saturday 19 March
Saturday 2 April
Saturday 30 April
Saturday 21 May
Saturday 18 June
Saturday 2 July
Saturday 6 August
Saturday 27 August
Saturday 24 September
Saturday 22 October
Saturday 12 November
Our monthly gardening mornings offer
the perfect mild work-out and a chance
to meet neighbours, catch up on local
news and enjoy hot drinks and rather
fine biscuits. Novice gardeners and
children are all welcome.
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Arlingtonia in the Sixties

hey say that if you remember the
1960s, you probably weren’t there. But
some senior Arlingtonians who deﬁnitely
were here have been sharing their memories of our neighbourhood 50 years ago.
Younger readers may ﬁnd it hard to believe but this area was once considered a
slum. Many houses were divided into ﬂats
and bedsits, and it was very difﬁcult to get
a mortgage on period properties. As a result the council knocked down a cluster of
terraced streets and created the Packington Estate. (Interesting how those early
1970s council ﬂats have now had to be
replaced, while the early Victorian houses
are still standing – and with selling prices
that would have made their owners in the
1960s gasp in disbelief.)
But although Arlingtonia was deﬁnitely
downmarket in the Sixties, even then a fair
few celebrities lived here. The conductor
Colin Davis could be seen pushing a pram
along Arlington Avenue where he lived. At

T

Sixties scenes: top left, the west end of Arlington Avenue viewed from Packington Street.
In the middle, on the corner of Bevan Street, is the Clothworkers Arms (now flats). All
the houses this side of the pub were demolished in the late 1960s. Top right: more than
100 terraced houses were torn down between 1963 and 1972 to make way for the
Packington Estate. Below left: unfamilar estate agents’ signs on the corner of Arlington
Square. Right: the Square pictured before its railings (removed in World War Two) were
replaced in the 1970s. The figure to the right may be one of the two park-keepers

the time he was musical director of
Sadler’s Wells Opera. He was knighted in
1980 and died in 2013. A near neighbour
was John Culshaw, head of music for BBC
TV, who had previously pioneered the new
stereophonic technique for recording
opera at Decca Records.
Local visitors included a rag-and-bone
man who came with his cart collecting
scrap, and another chap who sold seafood
from a cart on Sundays. It was possible to
take a jug to the Rydon Arms on Arlington
Avenue and New North Road and have it
ﬁlled with beer to drink back home.
Long-time residents tell us that
Arlington Square had not one but two full-

time park-keepers who looked after the
garden and kept the children who played
there in order.
And as a footnote to the feature on coalhole covers in the last Arlingtonian, one
neighbour was reminded of happy childhood days playing marbles under local
rules on the pavement, where the circular
indentations in the John C Aston covers
were an integral part of the game.
We are grateful for the photographs
and reminiscences supplied by our neighbours. If you have anything to add, or you
know someone who has memories of our
area in bygone days, please drop us a line:
arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.

The Arlingtonian is written, edited and designed by volunteers from the Arlington Association. Please send
your comments, complaints, compliments and ideas for stories to arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk

