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HELLO AND
WELCOME!
W

elcome to the first community newsletter from the
Arlington Association. We hope to
publish these four times a year.
The AA is made up of residents
of the westerly part of Islington’s
Arlington Conservation area (from
Prebend Street in the north to the
canal in the south, from Union
Square in the west to New North
Road in the east). Membership is
free and everyone who lives within
our boundaries is automatically a
member.
Together we organise community events, support local good
causes and work with the council,
police and other organisations to
help improve and conserve the look
and feel of our neighbourhood and
make it safe.
We have a committee of 12
elected members and a brand new
website and we encourage everyone in the area to get involved.

Anniversary

The AA is ten years old this April.
It was formed in 2002, at a time
when Arlington Square was increasingly the venue of choice for
rowdy youngsters. Late-night revellers decorated the square with
graffiti, litter and fires, and under-

age joyriders on stolen scooters
made the most of our wide and previously quiet streets.
Valerie Hansard and Hazel
Fletcher decided to take action.
With the help of the vicar, they
held a public meeting at St James’s
and persuaded the Leader of Islington Council, the local Community
Police Officer and the Head of Islington Greenspace to meet local
residents. Two hundred concerned
locals turned up and 18 people
agreed to help Valerie and Hazel
form a committee for what became
the Arlington Association.
The AA has since worked closely
with the local community police,
the council and the Greenspace
rangers on many issues, especially
discouraging antisocial behaviour

The chair and the mayor: Gordon McArthur receives his award
from Boris Johnson, accompanied by celebrity admirers

and improving the garden square.
The association’s new committee
was elected at this year’s Annual
General Meeting, held in the
Hanbury Arms on 26 March:
Gordon McArthur, Chair
Rodney Austin, Deputy Chair
Martin Reading, Treasurer
Hazel Fletcher, Secretary
Diane Austin
David Barton
Amy Chapman
Wendy Fisher Gordon
James Hewson
Vicky Peters
Alison Rice
Paul Thompson
We warmly welcome our new
committee members and sincerely
thank past members for their tireless work and support.

Boris salutes our chair

We are proud to announce that the Mayor of London’s Team
London award for individual excellence in Building Stronger
Neighbourhoods has been won by our new chair Gordon
McArthur.
The Team London awards recognise the inspiring work
that Londoners do in their own time to make the city a
better place. Gordon was chosen for his “tireless efforts
to improve the local neighbourhood, from organising community parties to fundraising for rose beds and a community garden in Arlington Square and improving the garden
at a residential home for adults with learning disabilities.”
At an awards ceremony to salute the work of volunteers
the current Mayor of London Boris Johnson was joined by
special guests Hardeep Singh Kohli, Barbara Windsor,
Richard Taylor and Arsenal's Kieran Gibbs.
Gordon said: “It’s a great honour to receive the award and
it is good to see the great work being done by the Arlington
Association being recognised at a London-wide level”

Dates for your diary
Saturday 21 April 1–3pm
Community Garden Opening
See panel below, opposite.

Transforming the
square with plants

our community is working together
restoring the garden and producing a
communal herb and vegetable plot.

bout 18 months ago,
Arlington Square was
looking rather neglected
and run-down. Keen
gardener Gordon McArthur and
his partner Paul Thompson decided to do something about it.
They started by tackling the two
circular beds full of overgrown
shrubs. With help from an evergrowing band of local volunteers,
they planted 250 perennials (plants
that flower every year) and 250 lilies
that they were given for nothing.
Gordon then applied for and was
given funding from the Big Lottery
to renovate the four rectangular
rose beds. They had been planted
in the 1950s and many of the rose
bushes had died or were dying.
Gordon and the volunteers improved the soil with much compost
and planted 80 roses and 3,000 daffodils and alliums. The new roses
are the red Carris and the amber,
myrrh-scented Henrietta Barnett.
The soil under the trees in the
borders edging the square was dry,
dusty and in very poor shape. To
improve it, the council delivered
and the volunteers distributed
many tonnes of compost, made
from the garden cuttings collected
by the recycling team.

Sunday 1 September
Summer Fête

Monday 4 June 1pm
Diamond Jubilee Big Lunch
Royalists and Republicans gather for
a communal picnic in Arlington
Square. Bring your lunch and join
friends and neighbours from 1pm.
The Whittington Steel Band will be in
the square to entertain us all.

Saturday 9, Sunday 10 June
Open Squares Weekend
We are proud that this year Arlington
Square is taking part in Open
Squares Weekend, a celebration of
London’s special open spaces. The
city’s notable gardens and squares
are invited to take part and visitors
can buy a weekend ticket to visit
them all, including many not
usually open to the public.
We’ll be welcoming visitors
from 10am to 5pm on Saturday and 2–5pm on Sunday,
offering guided tours and advice on community gardening.
Please contact us if you’d
like to help us over the weekend. We’re hoping to run a
cake stall as well as show
visitors round the square, explaining its history and how

Come and meet friends old
and new at our annual
Summer Fête. There’ll be entertainment, games, food and
drink and some interesting
stalls. Browse for plants,
books and bric-a-brac and try
your luck at the coconut shy
and the human fruit machine.
Last year’s Fête raised £1,800
for local charities and to help improve the planting in the square.

14 April, 5 May, 9 June, 7 July,
4 August, 8 Sept 10 am–noon
Gardening Saturdays
Fancy some gardening? You don’t
need green ﬁngers to join the volunteers who are helping transform our
precious green space. Beginners are
very welcome and so are children.
Just turn up with gardening gloves
and a trowel if you have them, and a
coffee cup. You’ll be rewarded with
hot or cold drinks and biscuits, the
latest neighbourly gossip and a satisfying morning’s exercise. Cheaper
and more fun than the gym.

Before and after… The old rubbish tip
in the south-west corner of the
square. Above: the new Community
Garden. Below: some of the volunteers
who helped to make it happen

Meanwhile, in the other square…

The Hyde Group, the housing
association
responsible
for
redeveloping the Packington
Estate,
have
transferred
£174,000 to Islington Council for
improvements to Union Square.
The council will be consulting
with local residents on the
proposed improvements and we
expect this to start soon. We will
then post news on our website
(see back page) about how people
can get involved.

Community corner

The unused south-west corner of
the square was a concreted area
with a compost heap that had become a general rubbish dumping
ground. The Borough of Islington’s
Greenspace Rangers wanted to improve the space, but the council
had no budget. So they asked the
Arlington Association for help.
Gordon McArthur applied for a
grant from the Big Lottery Groundworks initiative to transform the
corner into a community garden.
After much paperwork and some

long meetings, his request was successful.
The local landscape gardening
company Modular Gardens produced a design for no fee, which we
distributed for comment.
Volunteers helped clear the
rubbish patch (we lost count of the
bottles and cans we found in the
‘compost’ heap – along with two
deer legs!) and on 21 January this
year neighbours turned out to help
clear away 7 tonnes of rubbish.
We then installed six raised beds,
new railings, a bench and a permeable surface. The old hut was
renovated and painted, and a community notice board and a rooftop
finial added. After much discussion
about what to put in the new beds,
Kate Johnstone mapped out a
planting plan and on 24 March
volunteers planted herbs, apple
trees, bay trees, onions and carrots,
as well as a new hedgerow of fruit
shrubs in the wooded area next to
the community garden.
Ximena and Emma from Growing Communities, a community-led
organisation based in Hackney
(www.growingcommunities.org), came
to offer us valuable gardening advice from their experience of growing salads for their organic
vegetable box scheme.
Meanwhile the volunteers continue to plant new shrubs, plants
and bulbs in the borders of the
square. They include hellebores and
hostas, wood sorrel and anemones,
snowdrops and Solomon’s seal,
bleeding hearts and cobra lilies. On
14 April we’ll be planting 400 lavender bushes as borders for the rose
beds, as well as hundreds more
perennials in the square.
By Open Squares weekend in
June, volunteers from your association will have planted a total of
10,000 plants and bulbs.

Community Garden Opening
Come and celebrate Arlington Square’s new community garden. We plan
to launch the garden in style on Saturday 21 April between 1 and 3pm.
The Mayor of Islington will officially open the garden and we’ll be offering
visitors snacks and drinks. There’ll also be music and children’s games.
Everyone’s welcome. It’s a great opportunity to see what the community
has achieved so far, meet our gardening volunteers and have a party.

Where the money came from

Over the last two years the Arlington Association has
raised more than £32,400 in grants and awards.
The Big Lottery has given a total of £24,430 for the
new community garden in Arlington Square and for
restoring the square’s four big rose beds. Other sources of funds include
BT’s Chairman’s Award and Community Champions Fund, the NatWest
Community Fund, Islington Council, the Metropolitan Public Gardens
Association and Hyde Housing. Here’s a breakdown of the funds secured
by the AA, in chronological order, showing the bodies who came up with
the cash, and what it was spent on:
Islington Council
Big Lottery Awards for All
BT Community Champions
BT Chairman’s Award
Natwest Community Force
Capital Growth
Big Lottery Groundworks
Hyde Housing
Big Lottery Groundworks
BT Community Champions
Metropolitan Public
Gardens Association

£250
£3,265
£110
£200
£6,275
£235
£18,167
£250
£2,998
£200

Rees Street Community Garden
Arlington Square Rose Bed Restoration
Arlington Association General Funds
Rees Street Community Garden
Arlington Square Planting
Arlington Square Community Garden
Arlington Square Community Garden
2012 Community Events
Arlington Square Community Garden
Rees Street Community Garden

£533

North-east corner of Arlington Square

What do you remember?
We are developing the local history
section of our new website (see
below) and we need your help. We’ve
already heard stories about Arlington
Square’s own park keeper and a
bandstand. And we have heard World
War Two tales of barrage balloons ﬂying loose and of the gardens being
used to grow vegetables. What else
can you tell us?
Have you lived in the area for a long
time? Maybe you’d like to write about
what our neighbourhood used to be
like, or your memories of a particular
event. Or we could interview you
about the area in years gone by. It
would be great to have such oral and
written memories on the website.
We’d also love to know about any old
photos you might have, or details of
people who once lived here but have
moved away.
If you can help, do please get in
touch and tell us what you remember:
arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.

The Islington Proms: musical evenings at St James’s

2012 is the Year of Music at St
James’s in Prebend Street. The
church has announced an impressive programme of Islington
Proms – Saturday night concerts of
vocal and instrumental music featuring internationally renowned
performers.
On 28 April the Syred
Consort play music by Locke and
Couperin, on 19 May there’s a
recital by concert pianist Rupert

Egerton-Smith (below), an Arlington Square resident, and on 30
June Canticum Canticorum take us
on A Journey In Polyphony.
Then on 21 July the Crofton
Singers provide Music for a Summer Evening, on 22 September
there’s a recital by pianist Andrew
Brownell, and the Hermitage
String Quartet perform on 24
November. All the concerts start at
7.30pm.
There will be a special Kid’s
Prom on 8 October at 7pm. Anyone
interested in taking part – local
children’s choirs and musical
groups, and anyone aged 10 and
over with good performing skills –
should email the Parish Office on
vicar@stjamesislsington.org or call
020 7226 4108.

Tickets for the Islington Proms
cost from £4 to £10 (children free at
the Kid’s Prom) and are on sale
now at the Parish Office, St James’s
Vicarage, 1a Arlington Square.

There’s also a bulletin board, through
which you can keep your neighbours
informed on local issues and events,
ask for assistance and raise matters of
local concern.
If you have any news that you’d like
people to know about or ideas for stuff
you’d like to see on the web pages – or
anything that you’d like included in
future issues of this newsletter – please
use the bulletin board on the website to
let us know about it, or email us at
arlingtonassociation@hotmail.co.uk.

We plan to use some of the proﬁts
we make from events such as the
Summer Fête to support some local
good causes where a small donation can make a real difference. At
the recent AGM we voted to help
Hanover School Playground, the
Sunday Club for the elderly and
homeless at St John’s, the Arlington
Project garden’s makeover, piano
hire for the Islington Proms at St
James’s and a local Youth Club.

Keep in touch online

We have a new website, professionally
designed for us by Michael Stephenson,
which we hope will keep everyone in
the area up-to-date with neighbourhood news, views and items of interest.
Have a look and see what you think at
www.arlingtonassociation.org.uk.
Along with reports on the association’s activities, the site includes some
fascinating history of the area (which we
hope to expand with your help) and listings of forthcoming events that you can
get involved with.

Good causes
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